Abzaham's Death, 


THE 


MANNER, TIME, ad CONSE- 
QUENT ot it, 


Opened and Applied 


EN A 


FUNERAL SER MON> 


Preached upon the Death Ws 


Of the Reverend Mr. THOMAS ( 4 SE, 
| Miniſter of the Goſpet. 
Fune 14th, 1682. 


With 2 Narrative of hs LIFE and DEATH. 
Wu 


By THOMA4S FACOMB, D.D. 


—_—— 


— — 


LONDON; 


Printed for Brabrazon Aylmer, at the three Pigeons againſt 
the Royal Exchange in Gornhill, x 6 8 2. 


ASSAEBALERERESA0002620 


Fo Mrs, eMnne ( afe, Wike to the 
"Reverend Mr. THOMAS 


CASE, Miniſter of the Goſpel, 
lately deceaſed, 


Much Honoured Fiiend, 
FF "ev; reiterated Requeſt of 


— Be Tet en re 7 


publickly teſtifigd my Aver 
671g aghng 4 Ee ian: 
wng a9 this, there mere Jane Ln ons and Conſider ations to 
jp {6 Aver ſeneſs. T, v1 ork es coir, 


: he beck of the Dead « Living ; 1 thought, I 
— and defettive in the Oblig ations of Eriendſnp if' 
pie comply with them :, which therefore accordingly I did. 
Heng YO dthe Preaching Part,you further deſired me to 
err preached. To gratify you in that, I was the mire 
axſe | badief things in the Sermon ſo imperfett and 


wfnt'7, for aſe had not time - 0 through a conſiderable part 
1 had to ſay, both upon the Text, and alſo the 


ON Tr while I graſpt at too much, I did nothing ( to 
Jac FN Trebp, oh —_— to do whe you ares, hed 
” might have an O of fulleng up what then was wants. 


1 am very ſenſuble what a Captions and Li yarſs—_m we 
\ how Divafiens and Animoſities y abound amon i | a 


rer it 8s for One rocommend One of hs Party, ( e rr ob 
z conſiderable Eminency theremn ) ; but ſome or _— pps fox. 


; Party will be fault,und pr 4 _ ſomething | —_ 
el grunde ſevere Cenſures. Yak rn Im ſbi 


To Mrs. Anne Caſe, CC. 


Jog1, have dive whteiteit I world 24 provnt {Fo Have 
gt how the ts, fn of, as not ws) the le 4 to refle# 


— de 
ERS Joke Ct 
CSE of 


SW 4 all _ will T, 

_ all bear them with Patience, ( 1 ED 

Ur hrs! bo Sermons did of yf Huband live to 
bere is now one pre ſelf; and God 


SI rages ab-cher" or | pe 
wwe fot bu. RY ed hp « f OR oe Na 
here... Ne fooner.\tied "1 aeV/d white ' 

Death of this Frientl, tur thre din pur with phe Death of 


Anoth a# molt E Per anorher-. Profeſſion 
Vanity of Conittes ave} 7 9: 


pF 


The Lord blefr you'wnd yours z ond ZE” Rare che 


Ji pogheres =D ” 


SKSSLKKKEKIQKKKNSARERHS 
Ab2zaham's Death. 


GEN. 25. 8. 


Then Abraham gave up the Ghoſt, and died in a 
good old Age, an old Man, and full of Years, and 


was gathered to his People, 


BE HE Words, give us a brief Hiſtorical Ac- 


F * 4 p 
— z ” 4 
. AR 


& count of the Death of the Patriarch 
W braham. A large Deſcription we have, 
* of his Genealogy, Birth, and Life (from 
8 the cloſe of the 11th Chapter to the be- 
ginning of this 25th Chapter ): But as 
to his Age, Death, and Burial, the Hiſtory of them is 
contracted within the ſhort Bounds of three Verſes 
here 3 ( the 7th, 8th and gth Verſes. ) | 

'Tis the Death only of Abraham that I ſhall diſcourſe 
of. Concerning which, here's as much ſaid in a /ittle as 
could well be expected, or deſired, upon ſuch an Ar- 
gument. 

The Occaſion of our preſent aſſembling is, That we 
may pay our laſt Reſpects to the Reverend and Wor- 
thy Mr. Thotzas Caſe, Miniſter of the Goſpel, ( lately 
deceaſed ) With whom the Text does ſo well ſuit, as 
that, mwwtato Nomine,we may read it thus 3 Then CASE 
B gave 
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gave wp the Ghoit. and died in a good old Age, an old 
Man, and fiill of Years, and was gathered to his People. 
In the managing of the Work in hand, I will firſt 
ſpeak to the Inſtarce here mentioned, and to the 
Litter aſſerted of him 3 and then bring that down 
to our preciozs Friend, ( upon whole account we are 
come together this Day ). 
As to the firſt, obſerve ; 


1. The Perſon ſpoken of, [ ABRAHAM.7] 
2. What is ſpoken of him here; | he Died.) 
3. The Amplifications about his Death. 


1. From the Manner of it; [ He gave up the Glo#?.] 

2. From the Time of it ; | In a good old Age, an 
Old Mar, and full of Tears. } 

3. From the Conſequent of it ; | And was gathered 
to his People. } 


Tis the Third Head that T deſign to ſtay upon ; the 
Two Firſt I'll put together, and bricfly diſmis, 


[ Then ABRAHAM — Ded.] 


This Abraham was a great Man, a great Saint : who, 
in the whole Catalogue of Saints bears a greater 
Name than He 2 He was a Prophet, Gem. 20. 7. the 
Friend of God, Jam. 2.23. The Father of the Faithful, 
Rom.4.16. One who was,and for ever will be,renown'd 
for thoſe two unparallcIl':! Ats of Obedience and Love 
to God 3 ( his forſaking of his own Country, and his 
readineſs to offer up his dear and only Son.) W-ll ! 


what became of this eminent Perſon 2 Surely, his cx- 
traordt- 
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traordinary Grace and Holinefs, that high Rank of 
Faith and Obedience wherein he ſtood, exempted 
him from that De.t1h which we poor Striplings are ex 
ſed unto ! No, 'twas not fo, he | mae. the way of all 
Fleſh, under-went the Stroke of Death jult as we do. 

Saints themſelves, the higheſt and choiceſt of theme ;, the Obſerv. 
Servants of God, they [who are moit eminently uſe 
and faithful ; even They are ſubje® to Dying as well as 
others. 

'Twould be tedious, and unneceſlary (in fo plain a 
Caſe) to heap up parallel Inſtances : That great Ser- 
vant of God, Moſes, he died ; that great Prophet S4- Pvt: 345: 
mel, he died ; all the Prophets of the Old Teſtament, or oath 
all the Apoſtles of the New, all died; (as we have it in 
Scripture-Record ). | 

All the Exemption from Death that the Beſ# can 
claim or hope for, is, to be exempted from Eternal, but 
not from Natural Death. Grace does free Believers 
from the former 3 (Whoſoever liveth, and believeth in me, 
ſhall never die 5 Joh. 11. 26. — Perily, verily, I ſay unto 
Jon, 4 a eMan keep my Sayings, he ſhall never ſee Death. 
Joh. 8. 51. — Bleſſed and holy is he that hath part in the 
frſt Reſurretion ; on ſuch the Second Death hath no 
Power ——, Rev. 20.6.) but it does not free from the 
latter. It may indeed, and does, as to this Death, ex- 
empt from the Curſe and Sting of it 5 (O Death, where is , Cor. 15. 55. 
thy Sting? ) but not from the Stroke of it 3 not from 
the thing it ſelf Naturally conſidered, ( as it conſiſts in 
the diſſolving of the Union 'twixt Soul and Body ). 
Chriſt has »»ſiz»g Death for every Believer ; the Ser- 
pent now may hiſfſe, but it cannot hurt; yet it may 
ſting ſo far, as to put a Period to the preſent Life. 


B 2 Does 


ABRAHAM's DEATH. 


Doe Abrahams die ? mult they die ? Oh happy Ne- 
ceſſity ! bleſicd be God for it! This is grounded, not 
only upon their Natzral Frame and Conſtitution ;, ( as 
they are Fleſh and Blood as well as others, and made 
of the ſame brittle Materials ): Nor only upon their 
having Sin as well as others 3 (and where that is, Death 
maſt follow upon it} : Nor only, upon that Omwverſal 
Statute, [ It is appointed unto Men once to die |; Heb, 9, 
27. — But alſo, upon the ſpecial Love and Grave of 
God to his People. He has prepared an Heaven for 
them, they are —_— to a future State of Blefled- 
neſs, ſhall be rewarded above for their Service below. 
Now, that they may be put into the aQual Poſlefſion 
of all this, they muſt die. Death, to the Saints, is but 
their Tranſition into their everlaſting Bleſlcdneſs 5 and 
ſo, 'tis not their Miſery, but their Felicity, that they 
die. This, to the Wicked, is in Judgment ; but to the 
Godly, in Mercy : The former die, becauſe God will 

lorify his Punitize Juſtice upon them in another 
Wy orld ; but the Other die, becauſe God will glorify 
his free Grace and Mercy upon them in another World. 
Death ſhall come to an ALrahaw, but it comes to him 
as a Friend, not as an Enemy. Whilſt he is paying 
the indiſpeniable Tribute due tro _— God is car- 
rying on the glorious Defigns of his Grace towards him. 
( But this I paſs over ). 

[ proceed to the threefold. Amplification, or to the 
three Specialties obſervable in the Death of Abraham, 
The firſt of which, points to the Order, andto the 
Manner of his Death ; in this Branch, 


Then Abraham ( gave up the Gho#, and died..] - 
In 
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In the Syriac Verfion, 'tis, inſitmatos eſt, he was de- 
bilitated and: weakened, ſo he died. In the Septuagint ; 
inAdmouy mtv, he fainted, and ſo he died: (thus 
allo-the Chaldee Paraphraſt, the Vulgar, Oleaſter, and di- 
vers others) * Hierome obje&s againſt this Rendring | * Male in 50 
the Words, as if it did refle&t upon ſuch a Perſon as = angry 
Abraham to fairt : But what Diſparagement could it {7 «jc/enr 
be to him, at ſuch an Age, to lie under bodily Fainting? ;,,, #], quia 
ſo long as he was not weak in Faith, — but ſtrong in 01 convenit 
Faith, giving Glory to God, ( Rom. 4.19, 20.) meer p—_ _ 
Natnral Weakneſs could not at all refle&t upon him, or nui Qeep. 
be unbecoming to him. Heb. in Gen- 

The Samaritan Verſion renders it by Expiravit ; he 
expired, breathed out his laſt "Breath, or his Soul and 


Spirits his Breath and Soul went out of him, ſo he died. 
( This Reddition is moſt generally followed by Expo- 


ſrtors ). 


The [| giving wp of the Ghoi7), is the uſual Expreſſi- 
on to ſet forth Death by'z fo its uſed as to Iſaac, Ger. 
35. 29. — asto Facob, Gen. 49. 33. as to our Saviour, 
Joh. 19. 30. ( & paſſum ). 

Well conſider it, as 'tis expreſſive not only of Abra- 
ham's ſimple Dying, but alſo of ſome AdjunTs and 
— about his dying : It notes, 

1. The Order of his Dying ; and what was the Ante- 
cedent to it, Abraham firſt gave up the Ghoit, then he 
died. Firſt the Soul departs, and then we die; and' 
when that is once gone out of the Body, Death imme- 
diately follows. That being .the kving, vital, quick- 
ning Principle in Man 3 when that is once ſeparated 
from the Body, this muſt neceſſarily be turned into 4 
dead Carcaſe, a dead lump of Clay. So long as that: 


ſtays with. us, we /zve3 but When it takes its Flight. 
from. 
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from us into its higher Manſion, forthwith we die. 
The diflolving of the Union 'twixt Soul and Body, as 
it neceſſarily artecedes Death 3 ſo Death neceſlarily 
ſicceeds upon it. This is the Order of Nature, ( as to 
what goes before and what follows efter ), 1n that which 
I am ſpeaking of. 

By the way, let ſuch who believe, ( and who there- 
upon are »rited unto Chriſt), rejoyce 1n this ſpiritxal 
and myſtical Urion : inaſmuch, as it does ſecure to 
them the Perpetxity of their Spiritual Life. The Na- 
txral Union of the two Conſtitutive Parts of Man, is 
diſſoluble ;, and ſo, the Natural Life that reſults from it, 
may ceaſe : But the Spiritzal Union between Chriſt and 
the Believer, being #ndiſſoluble, conſequently, the 
Spiritual Life reſulting from it, is and ſhall be Abiding 
and Everlaſting. The Soul may leave the Body, there- 
fore that may die 5; but Chriſt and the Arimating Spi- 
rit will never leave the Soul, therefore that ſhall ne- 
ver die. How may Believers comfort themſelves 


from this ! 
2. It holds forth, the Manner of Abraham's Death. 


1. As to the Speedineſs and Eaſineſs of it. 
2. As to his ready and willing Submiſſion to it. 


1. His Death was quick and eaſy. He was not lon 

1n Dying, did not ſtand out any long Siege, Death di 
but ſummon him, and he preſently ſurrendred up him- 
ſelf; he breathed out his laſt Breath, and the Work 
was done. Neither did he grapple with thoſe fharp 
—_ thoſe yun_ Agomies and Conflids, which 
many feel in a dying-hour ; no, he juſt expired, juſt 
gave up the Ghoſt, and that was all. The Hebrew Word, 
uſed 
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uſed in the Text, is y12 3 which the * Rabbinical Do@ors, * Diftio, ex 
: rravit, cgrcl. 

( and many Interpreters after them ), make to import 47%" Sirke 
a qu k , ſpeedy, and eaſy Death. : rus E Corpore 
ligniticat, qua 

ft ſubirs fine Dolore & Mora Aben-"274. Putant Rabbini IJYN1, eſſe mortem, qrz 
Homini accidit abſque uIlo p:zvio morbo & dolore Mwnfter + Bxpirando mortuus elt, mor- 
ts quadam facilitate uius, quam wiazranes, Yitcb. Verbum ya, apud Hebrzos dicicur 


de Mortc fine Dolore. Gro7. (fo Oleaſfter,& quamplurimi alii.) Caiveze rejefts this Expoſition, 


But others obſerve, that we can lay no great Streſs Vid. 7«gium 
upon the Word, ( as importing, an eaſy Death to be- 1 bo: 
long to good Men; at leaſt, not fo as to be appropri- 
ated and limited to them) : becauſe, elſe-where, we 
find it applied to wicked Men in their Dying. As it 
is, to thoſe that periſhed in the General Deluge, Gen. 7. 

21, to Iſbmael himſelf, (in this Gem. 25. 17.) 

And for the Thing it ſelf, Abraham might have this 

eaſy Death ; but we cannot from him «conclude that all 
Saints, and they only, ſhall have it. This is wholly at 
God's diſpoſe, who orders every Man's Death to be 
eaſy or painful as he pleaſes. Even the Godly ſome- 
times have a rough Paſſage to Heaven, while the wicked 
have a calzs Paſſage to Hell, Do we not ſee this veri- 
' fied in, daily Experience? the Good, dying with ſad 
Groans, (harp Conflits, acute Pains; and the Bad, dy- 
mg like Lambs, having a very ſerene and placid Death £ 
As to this, ell things fall alike to all, and there's no 
Knowledg of the Love or Hatred of God, by it. 

All that I can fay upon it is this 5 

An eaſy Death is a great Mercy, Obſerv. 

There can hardly be a parting of the two old Compa- 
nions, ſuch a Violence offered to Nature, but there 
will be ſome Pains and Difficulties attending this 3 but 
the leſs there is of Theſe, the more there is of 
Mercy. This tvIwadls, was paſlionatcly deſired by _ w F. 

me © 


* Gen. 12, 1, 


+ Heb. 11.8. 
" ARs 7. 5. 
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the Emperor Auguſtus for Himſelf and all his Friends. 


And indeed, it 1s a Blefling much to be deſired ! provi- 
ded, that this be done with due Submiſſion to the Will 
of God. We mult not be our own Chuſers, as to the 
Circumſtances either of Life or Death ; but in both en- 
tirely refer our ſelves to the Sovereign Pleaſure of 
God. And Chriſtian, comfort thy fſclt in this, what- 
ever thy Pains may be in Dying, thou art ſecured 
from thoſe worſer Afier-Pains that will ſucceed 
theſe to the ungodly and unbelieving. That Death 
which is ſo painful to thee, for a few Minutes, Hours, 
or Days, when it has done its Work, will put an end 
to all thy Pains, and to whatever here 1s afflictive to 
thee. 

2. It imports, Abraham's readineſs and willingneſs to 
die, He | gave wp the Ghoſt ], when God called for 
his Soul, he freely gave it up; there was 1n him no 
ſtriving, ſtrugling, or reluctancy 3 nothing but a 4quz- 
et and willing Reſignation of himſelt to die. 'Twould 
have been ſtrange had it been otherwiſe ! He that was 
willing, at God's Command, * To go out of his own 
Country; from his Kindred and Father's Houſe, to a 
Land that God would ſhew him ;, t though he knew not 
whither he went , || had no Inheritance in the Place, no 
not ſo mich as to ſet his Foot wpon : 1 (ay, it would 
have been ſtrange, that he, who ſo readily complied 
with this Command of God, ( when as to his Earthly 
Intereſt things were no better Circumſtantiated) ; 
ſhould have been backward to have complicd , wzth 
God's Will as to his removal from Earth, when he 
kn&w, upon this, he ſhould be taken up into Heaven, 
This was in his Eye in his removal from his Country 
here 5 # for he looked for a City which hath Foundations, 

whoſe 
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whoſe Builderrand Maker 15 God };\ Heb 11. 10. — But 
ſurcly, he might have, and had;' a more i:ed:ate and 
proximate view of the Heavenly Inheritance, in his De- 
parture by Death, which would put him into the pre- 
ſent Pofſijſion of it. No wonder' thetetore be ſhould 
be thus willing to die / F avis. | 
A good Pattern for our Imitation ! 6 1 fi? 
Saints ſhow!d be willmg to die. Obſerv. 
Thus it-was with Abrabam himſclf,and- thas-it ſhould 
be with his Seed-alſo, We muſt with the gneateſ# Rea- 
dineſs; give up''the Ghoſt whenever:'God demands it. 
Not die,out of Force ur Neceſſity, ( becauſe we. cannot 
help it), but out of Choice,and ready Refguation of Life 
to God's Will. Sapientis eſt exire, non ejici 5 a wiſe Sen. Ep. 36. 
Man, is not forced qut of the World, but be ſportanteonſly 
goes ont of it; | The: wicked, *Ob how avererarethey 
from Dying ! ( and can we blame them for it ) 2 Thar 
Souls are pul'd ont of their Bodies, ' whether they will 
or no they do not give thera up, but they are taker 
from them 3 Thou Fool, this night, &c. Prov. :14. 32. 
[ The wickgd\indriven away in bis Hickedneſs ] 4 (it's an 
AllyuGon to. things,. that are | hurried:.away: by ſome 
tempeſtuous Winds, quite contrary to their own Na+ 
tural Inclinations ) : [. but the. Righteous has hope in bis 
Death }; and upon this Hope he dies willingly. 
- Certainly they whe ducly confider'the Miſeries of 
the preſent Life, _— Nature of Death, the Gaiz 
and Advantages of: it. to: the Upright, .g, "TIN 
the * remain of Gad over Ty mk as _ cum De: 
to Life and'Death 3 cannot but be ready Vo #em | keri poltulemns 
and willing to die. Ripe Fruit, how ea- & tor Mundo Deus, boon wy 
fily doey it fall into the hands of him that 5m Yolararis gjus On 
gathcrs'it > Oh ſuch who are. fit to die, Sem; 6/2 4 7M 
C ripe 
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(Wbjed, 


ripe for Heaven,bow:treadly ſhould they fall into-God's 
Hands when. by Death he comes to gather then) ! 

The Truth is,.'tis not enough for ſuch barely to be 
willing to die, bur this they ſnouk] paſtionately, ( yet 
not impatiently,), deſrre and paat after. Hiving 7 de 
ſore to depart, and to be with Chriſt, whith 53 far better ; 
( m6 joMov Keenan ). I this we groan tarmſt{y, de- 
ſorivg to be clothed upon with our Houſe which is from 
Heaven. —— Fer we that are in this Taberzacle ao groan, 
being burdened. | 

So. much far the Firſt! Amplification | in the words, 
about- Abrcharr's Death. ' The Second, iis 1taken from 
the Time of ut: an _ | 


Ther Abraham gave up the Ghoſt, and d{ed+(| in-a 
* good old age; an ax Pea and-full of Pears.” 
1 (531 150 mods vamgld wr ff NG WESS TTL 
" It a\g0od old Age) i ' mit 43098, (Sym.); in an 
koary. Age 5/( like that.of Sanmmel, 1 am old and gray- 
beaded.; 1 Sam. 12.2.) + " we 
1 Fhig, God had -pronnſed-before' to Abnobaw 3, f Then 


foalt goto thy Fatheryin,' Peace, thou. fhalt be butied in a. 


good old. Age | Gen. x5. $5.5 andihereir was thadegootl 
ro him. | The fame iy {aid of David, 1 Chron, 29. 38; 
of Gideon, Judg. 8. 324 \ | 

It may here be queried,, How' is Abraham (rid to 
die in a good old Age. 2, wher, if we' compare hiv ' Age 


with thoſe who lived before; nm, it comes thuch ſhbre- 


af theirs? What's an 175. Years to thoſe" /#veral Lun- 


dreds of Years, that the Fathers before the Flood arri- 


ved at ? ( according to what istecorded of them, Gem, 


5. )- And in the Computation of the: Lyves-of the! Fa- 
tbers after the Flood, ( Ger. 14.) we find/all of them, 


( one 
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( one excepted, wiz. Nathor, who. lived but'-148 Years ) 
to be older thary Abraham was > | | 
Some anſwer, He-is ſaid to die in a good old Age, an Arſw. 
old Man, not as to the meaſure of "his Life by Days or Senex dict. 
Tears ; but in regard of the great Progreſs ht had mide in :;, þ non tos 
Faith and Holineſs; & more ſarifaftory' Anſwer (iy Temporum, 
this 5 That Abraham's Age,abſolutely conſidered, (eſpe £97 Junior 
cially at that Time wherein he lived, when God ſhor- bus avis ſuis ); 
tened the Lives of Men very much ), was a good old F1,9” Row 
z although 'it wes:not. ſo, if taken comparatively moni Vice, 
with thoſe that:lived before him ; And,'in a comperative” proecerat ” 
Notion too, it was ſo, if we compare it awith'the 14 car. in 
Age of. them: who did ;/acceed- him : 'Tis true, Jace £17> 
tived fome-what.longer than he ; (for bis days were az: 
189 Fears, Gen.: 35:28. )'; /But as to the reſt' gf his 
Ive, and as tothe «Body: of facceeding Mavkind, few 
('if aby ) everdid attain to his Age, The 'Days of ony 
Tears are threeſcore- Fears and. ten; Plal. yo. to; (and 
not one of. a . thouſand now live to this ) 5 Abraham 
much exceeded his Proportion-5-and ſort may be well / 
affirmed of tim -tbat hediedin a good old Ave,” war wid 
| fall, Nears. nth O 7 
From this Head, T1 raiſe #hree | , 
' I. That 30 live to, and to die in, 'a : good old Aye, is Obſerv. 1. 
a. great Bleſſmrg. NR ACOOEON 
It may be laid to be [| 2 good o/d"Hh+] either, © 


Natural and Phyſical, 

Upon a or a ; Account. 

Fe Mord and Spiritual. and \ 
According to the firſt Confideration, 'tis either'a 

great and long Age, or « ftrovg and hewrhfir! Ages either 

ſera, or ſana Senethus. C 2 r.A 
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t, f creat: and /rrign Age - Namely, when a Man's 
Days aiid Years arr matey; when rthe.Number of then 
riſes very. high, when be has fall meaſure of them, 
( meaſure preſs'd down and ramning our). Some divide 
Old Age into three-Perivds z, ( according to which, they: 
diſtinguiſh it-into. Frrſt, Second /ands Laſt Y: the Birſt, 
they make to commence from the 60th Year of Man / 
the Second, from his 7oth s and the Laſt from hig 
goth; eyamyige! 3 (VV. Druſ. in lee.) Now, when a: 
Man's Lite is prolong'd.: not only to” the: Firſtiand Se- 
cond,. but allo t9, the Third of thee. Stages; ſarcly 
his is good old Aye. PN 

Now this is a great Bleſſing : So the Scripture” repre: 
ſents a long Life, 8nd' a lute Death. God.himſtlf anakes 
uſe of it as a'\ Motive to Obedienee ; the Apoftle 
turns it into.a Prowiſe, Eph.6:2.) Honour thy 'F athor 8c. 
that thy days may be lang 1npor. the Land: which» the Lord 
thy God giveth thee; Exod.20:L2:.Its Promiſed, — Thou 


Jhalt come to-thy Grave in a full Age, like as a ' Shock of 


Corn cometh in in bis Seaſon 5 Job 5.26: —-The number 0 

thy days, 1. will fulpl ; Exod. 23. 26. !—— You ſee' this 
good old Age is promiſed as a Mercy :' The oppolite to 
tt, is threatened as a Puniſhment :Soin the Cafe of Fi, 
and bis <p 1 Sam. 2.31. Behold, the days core, 


that I will cut off thine Arm, and the Arm of thy Father's 


Houſe, thatthere ſhall not be an old Mun in thine "Houſe, 
Pſal. 55. 23. — Bloody and deceitful Men ſhall 'not live 
out half their days: Job 15, 32, 33. It ſhall be zccompliſh- 
ed 0/41h his tiene, and —_— rot be areev. He 
ll ſhake off his ugrripe (rape 4s the Vime, and caſt off lis 
de as 4 Olive, Dvd therefore was of re 
0 my God, take ze, 108 away in the midſt of my' days ; 
Plal. 102. 24. — It's obſervable when God ay" fer 
orth 
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forth the gloriows State of the Church, in the latter 
days, he. doth it by 1h# Al'uſton ; Ia. 65. 20. There 

Il be. no more thence an infant of days, nor an o'd Man 
that hath not filled his days : forthe Child ſball die an hun- 
dred Years old, but the Sinner being an hundred Years 


old, ſball be accurſed, | 


To prove it to be a Mercy, it appears to be ſo, 
1. In:regard of Others, 
2. With reſpett to the Aged themſelves. 


1. In regard of Others : It's a great Mercy, to be ſer- 
viceable and inſtrumental in the promoting of the 
Good of Others z tis that which we- are alt born for, 
have all our Graces and Gitts far 3 that which all ſtand. 
obliged unto by many Bonds 3 that which is the high- 
eſt Expreſſion of true Love and Charity:;. that which: 
will much conduce to the fecuring and heightning of 
our own Future Happineſs. This Life now being the 
only time for this Service,muſt it not be a great Mercy, 
if God will lengthen it out, and ſpare a Perſon to a. 
good. old Age? \In this reſpett ( and upon this ac- 
count ) the Life of Chriſtians here, is pyeferable be- 
fore the glorified Life of the Saints in Heavens inaf 
much, as here they may be ſerviceable to others, which- 
there they cannat be. Oh the longer thy Life is con- 
tinued, the more Good thou mayſt do! the more 
thou mayſt bring in to:God, the more thou maylt in- 
ſtrut, exhort, comfort, ( and-the like ); and is not 
this Mercy 2 He that goes not to bed till-nine or ten- 
at- night, may certainly do more Work, than - one 
who enters upon his Repole early in. the Morning, 
or at Mid-day. ad 
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And beſides thisz Old Age does both qualzf5 Per- 
ſons for Service, and alſo make their Service moſt firc- 
* Mens ® R2- ceſsful, "Tis to be preſumd, that the Aged have a grea- 
d/o oy Seri. ter Stock of * Wiſdom, Experience, than the Tounger z. 

ne Te and (o are more able to adviſe, convince, reprove,and eve- 
Ts Pais, IY by to further the Good of ethers. And therr, upon 
Pruderia Se- that Reverence and Veneration, which all (but profligate 
== 7+ Perſons ) bave for theſe, what they ſay, and do, :ccmes 
+ Apex Se- with great f Authority, That Admonition, Counſel and 
accuts, 6 Reproof, which is {lighted as it comes from the Tourg, 
de Sen. 1s received with awe when it comes from the Aged, 
| Mr. Ga:r4- An eminent || Divine, ( treating of this Subjeft ) cites 
; © ———_ * this Speech of one. A few gray Hairs may be of wore 
4. :82, worth than many Locks ; and a gray Beard: do more 
than many green Heads. Old Ape, ( whete 'tis not 
decrepit and ſuperannuated ), is not-the nwmſofal and 
unſerviceable part of Man's Life ( as to others ) ; bit 
quite the contrary. 

2. With reſpe& to the Aged themſelves, The longer 
they are conrmued here, the more' time they have to 
ſet their Houſe in order; to prepare for their ever-! 

_—_ laſting Statez to work'out their Sakvation ;, to lay a 
x Tim, 6. 19+ ror] Prnrwe dh for Eternal Life ;, to get clear Evidences 
for Heaven. The longer the Fruit hangs upon the 
Tree, the riper it grows 3 'twould be fad, if they who” 
live long, (ſhould not be full ripe for Glory when they": 
die. Upon this twofold Conlideration, 'its a great 
Bleſſme to live to a good old Age. | | 
2. Let's conſider at, as it ſpeaks 4 ſtrong and bralth- 
* 4. e. Proſpe- ſal old Age. Abraham dyed in aA & F 4 old Age ; though 
{ $2401 he was old, yet. be was bail, vegere, and vigarous5 not'- 
= 6 whar* 4 _ Suſi Poſe at, Ser: Ctvte honay 5. 4 guox aliend a walls & 
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bowed down with thoſe Infirmities-that uſually attend 
. old Age. Some are Old when Young, others You 
when Old ; their Senſes, Parts, arc as vivid and fre 
as ever. We have two famous [rftances of this ivnavic, 
in Holy Writ : That of -/}1-ſes, Deut. 34. 7. And Moſes 
was an bundred and twenty Years old mhen be died : his 
Eye w 1 not dim nor his natural Force abated. And that of 
Caleb, Joſh. 14. 10, 11: Ard now behold, the Lord hath 
kept me alive, and be ſaid, theſe ſourty and froe Years, even - 
ſince the Lord ſpake this word unto Moſes. while the Chil- 
dren of Iſracl wandered mm the Wildernefi : and now lo, 
I am this day fourſcore and froe: Nars old. Avyet'T am 
as ſlrong this day,. as '{ was in the day that Moſes ſent 
me : as my Strength was then, even ſo 1s my Strength now, 
fer IVar, both to go out, and io come in... Profane + Hiſto- t V-1 Mr. 
ry abounds in variety of Examples of 'it; '( but 11 _ any 
make no Citation-of, them), us {crys of #1 
Now that this is a great Bleſling,. needs no Proof, /7; © 35 
To be full of Tears, and yct free from the Difeaſes, quam "iy. ju- 
Pains, Weakneſles, which are the common Retinue of = 
old Age 3 it admits not. of the, leaſt Doube but that 
this is an eminent. Mercy, Some-bring the fore-cited 
Promiſe, Job 5.26. umo;this 3 Thor fhalt come to thy Mr. ov) 1» 
Grave in a fil Age, i, &. full of Strength and Houlth ; —_ 
thine old Age ſhall not-be a troubleſome Age; thou ſhalt 
not be weak and. crazy, diſtempered and ſich, a Burthen 
tothy Self and- Friends ,, but ſhelt*die in a lujty old Age : 
It's promiſed us as a Mercy ( you ſee ), and it maſt be 
own'd to be fo. nA «| | 
This for the Nutaral and Phyſical Notion of a+ good. 
old Age ! But then, 1 
2, There is the. Maral and Spivitnal- Notion of ir. 
And.ſo it.may be ſaid to be good, rither ———_ 
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of Grace, or of Peace and Comfort : when 1s a vertuous, 
religious pious o/d Age, or a peaceable and comfortable 

0d Age( the Soul having the Peace of God and Divine 
'T —_—— Joy in it) 3 this is, 1ruly, *eminently, a good old Age ; and 
Fo Lak »-»« that which 4s peculiar to Good Men. 


fenetruru wn RF h | y | 
bonk conſercnti4, anime ſerene & tranquille conſſttre. Unde ſequitury nonn:ſs 1% Vers; ju- 
ftitea cultorts comprrere quod Dea Abrahz promreee. Caly, 


In both reſpetts, Abrahax''s old Age was good. Firſt, 

as it ſucceeded an holy and wel-ſpernt Life $ and then, as 

! Diſcedens in 3t felf was filled up with || Grace and —_ ( for, 

&r4144,1y73 according to the Promiſe, - Pſal. 92. 14. He bronght 

+ Expirare forth Fruit in bis old Age.) And Secondly, t as in it, 

= more 17 5: he enjoyed much inward Serenity of Mind, and Peace 

e# placide me- Of Conſcience. This he had, this he died with ; (6 
pg ht «iY® he died in 4 good old Age. | 

Mem fore, If we ſtate it thus, Docs it not carry much Mercy in 

Ri-ct, it? In. a fall Age, ( when Death is making its ncar 

Approaches); for any then to be able to re- 

fict upon a good and gracious Life; to appeal to - 

Itz 38.33 God ( as Hezehiah did ), Remember now, O I ord, I be- 

ſeech thee, how I have walked before thee in Truth, and 

with a perfect Heart,and have done that which is good in thy 

Sight. * Lord, I have not lived a vainand wicked Life, 

* thou knowelt ; 41 have not [pent my beſt Age in Folly 

* and Vanity, all my days I have endeavqured to live 

* in thy Fear, it has been my great Deſign all along to 

© glority thee 1n my Converſation, to do Goad to. Men 

*ro ſerve my Generation : And now I am old, yet 

* (till I keep my Integrity, ſtill THove thee, and fear to 

* {in againſt thee; ſtill ( ro the utmoſt of my Strength ) 

* | am for Prayer, Meditation, hearing the Word, all 

* Religious Exerciſcs : Oh good and Viefled old Age ! 


$ 
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Is not the end of this Man, Peace ? does he not leave 
the World, and go off the Sage full of Comfort ( as 
well as full of Days) > Does he not now find the 
ſweet of his Sincerity, (paſt and preſent )2 To die in 


ſuch an old Age, is Mercy indeed | 


Long Life and old Age, Jp and abſiratly confi- 
dered, are not ſo great a Bleſfing as to make a Perſon 
bleſſed 3 For the Sinner of an hundred Years old ſhall be 
\accurſed ;, Ia. 65. 20. Take them thus, they do but 
aggravate Men's Guilt here, and Condemnation here- 
_ Ah but when they are attended with ſerious 
Piety and Goodneſs, then there is agreat Bleſledneſs in 
them, and a greater Reſulting from them. As the Wiſe 
Man ſtates it, (as to the Honour of old Age) 3 Ar hoary 
Head is a Crown of Glory, if it be found in the way of 
Righteonſnef;, Prov.16.31. So we mult ſtate it, ( as to 
the thing in hand.) Long Life, Old Age is a Mercy, if 
it be found in the way of Righteouſneſs : it not, whatever 
it may be in it (elf, as conſider'd Abſolutely,to the Per- 
ſon, Eventually, it will bave more of Judgment than of 


Mercy 1n it. 
USE. 


Let me a little apply this Point. 

1. To the Aged. ve any here liv'd to this good 
old Age ? You can number 70, 80, ſome ( may be ) 
more Years? 79s. have Rn 
'tis not yet expired? Pray, look upon this as a 
INS IIRIIN. Way ic no be bunkenlome 
to you, be not querulow impatient it 3 but 
thankful, bl God that he has ſpared you (o long, 


Old Age oll (all would live long ) and yet 
D the 
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the moſt when they have it, are diſcontented aud diſtirtd 


at it ; this is not ingenuous 3 Jet it not be (© there- 
fore with you. You are apt to judg of it by the out- 
ward Incormveniences and Hardſhips that attend it; ( and 
theſe render it afflitive to you) :  * Whereas your 
© ſhould judg rather by this 3 Oh what a large ſpace of 
© Time have T had, for the honouring of God, doing 
*v00d to Men, and ſaving my own Soul ! Oh when 
* thouſands and thouſands about me have been cut off, 
© in the firſt bloſſotnings of their Age, or as ſoon as 
© they were grown up to Maturity, (and ſo hurried 
* into their Everlaſting Eſtatez I am yet ſpared to 
© make further and better Preparation for Eternity ! 
I fay, would yon but judg by ſuch Conſiderations as 
theſe, they would prevent Imparience, and promote 
Thankfulnefs in you to God, for lengthening out your 
Lives ſo long. | 
It wasthe Saying of one,'ov 11% &G-,fn0Iona re -; 
he whom God loves, dies when ke is young : 1 cannot 
aſſent to this Aſſertion without ſome ſtating and qua- 
lifying of it. 'Tis true, when God is bringing great 
Evil: upon a Family, or a Kingdom, then to be taken 
away young, ( in order to being preſerved from ſuch 
Evils ), does carry the Love and Mercy of God in it ; 
( as we ſee in the Inftance of Feroboart's Son," x Kings 
14. 12,'19. anl} of JoFeb,'2 King} 37. 20.) But 
to make this Propofition geveral atid wniverſal, that we 
have no ground for. © He that promiſes long Life as a 
Mercy; mult be'lookd'upon as loving the Perſons to 
whom he yotickfafesit! ITO SH 
That which makes #4 Axe to be fo- cfally Farr 
denſome, ard which cauſes 'Inquietude 6 Mind'1n Per- 
ſons under it 3 is, the wany Aﬀiicſiue Evils that accom- 
> pany 
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pany it. Witkin, there's a ſad Decay in the ſeveral Fa- 
culties of the Soul ; ( the Underflanding darkened, the 
Reaſon clouded, the Memory blunted, the Afedions 
dead and flat ). Without, there are various Infirmitics 
in the Body 3, the Ezes dim, the Ears deaf, the Feet 
lame, the Jem benum'd,the Hands tremble, the Bones 
full of Aches, the whole Body a Maſs of Diſeaſes : what 
an Accumulation of Evils is here! Hence old Age is 
commonlycalled, #4: mals, the evil Age: And Solowon 
ſpeaks of it, as ſuch 3 Eccleſ.12.1. Aemember now thy Cre- 
ator in the days of thy Youth, while the evil days come nat, 
nor the Tears draw migh, when thou ſhalt ſay, 1 have ne 
pleaſure in them, . ( He 'fir{t in general calls itthe exyf 
Days, and: then particularly, in the following, Vetrkes, 


he moſt elegantly ſets it forth, in the Decay ofthe 


ſeveral Parts of the Body ) 


| O quam comtinuis, O& quantis plena Sened{us, | \ 
Longa malis 1 Juv. re ga endow 
* Multa ſenem circumwveninnt incommoda, Hor. 


Now, can-any be patient under the Copflyx of och 
Evils > much more, can any be thankful to God, for 
extending theig Lives tg an Age which'\expoſes them to 
ſuch Diſcomforts? | 

Anſw. They may, and they ought to be ſo. You 
that feel all theſe, reflet upon what is paſt, How ma- 
ny Years did you live in Health and Strength 2 how 
| nude it baſere it _ bad! with ' yon ? And 

ould not the weighing of peft Mercy, quiet: you un- 
der preſent AfiifFions £ When all the Day has been 


' fair, can you-not bear a ſhowre at the Evening > When 


your Way has beco g99d in ous whole Jouray, . can 


you 
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you not ſubmit to a httle ſpot of bad Way, when you 
are juſt at the end of your Journey 2 This calls: for 
Patience and Thankfulneſs from you. 

And beſides, you are to conſider the preſent Good, 
as well as the preſent Evils,that attend your old Age. Ye 
are not yet wholly unferviceablez ſomething yet you 
can do, for the Good of others, and for the faving of 
your own Souls. All theſe Calamities do but ſet you 
nearer to Heaven; every Wave drives your nearer to 
the Shore z every Wind is but for the throwing down 

a Cor. 5.1. Of the Earthly Tabernacle, that you may aſcend to that 
Honſe, that Building of God which is eternal in the Hea- 
vers. $o that, upon a ſpiritnal account, you have no 
reaſon to be impatient, or to find fault with your old 

* Georglas Age 5 but to carry it like that * Aged Perfon ( that 
> omg , # we read of ), who being an 107 Years old, and being 

%.13 asked, Why be would be willing to live ſo long ? anſwe- 
red, inie nibil babeo propter quod SeneFutem mean accu- 
fem ;, 1 undergo nothing for which I have cauſe to blame my 
old Age. Do but you confider the matter, and 
youll have more reaſon to ſay the ſame. 

Tl. deSen. The Orator objets Four Evil: in old Age : 


1. It diſables for * Buſineſs and Work, 
2. ID a os ay and ſickly. 
3. It deprives of all Pleaſures. 

4. It brings near to Death. 


The Vanity and Weaknefs of all theſe Imputations 
upon old Age, he particularly makes out with great 
clearnefs and ftrength of Reaſon. 

When Heathens have fuch found Notions of this, 
ſhall we Chriſtians entertain falſe Notions of it > Oh 


where 
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where God has bleſſed any of you with it, do nor 
murmur at it, and give way to Diſcontent, but heartily 
: bleſs him for it. 
2. Is it a good old Age, not .only for the length of it, 
but alſo for the Strength and Healtthfulneſs of it? where 
'ris ſo, ſurely there mwft be great Thankfulneſs. To live 
fo long, and yet to be ſirorg and vigorows ? free from 
thoſe Infirmities of Age that have been inſtanced in ? 
Nature yet keeps up its youthful Vigor? there's no- 
thing in the Senſes, Organs, Limbs, Faculties of the 
Mind, to ſhew that old Age is upon Perfons: nothing 
but only the hoary Head 2 Oh what Mercy is this! 
Whether we conlider, the Paucity of them that have 
itz or the Advantage reſulting from it for 'Service. 
This is very good, not only becauſe it's delightful and 
comfortable to him. who has it 5 but becauſe it renders 
bim ſerviceable to God and Man ! Alas! the old, de- 
crepit, decay'd Man, here lives,and that's all ; his time of 
Seryice is aver, ( 11a great meaſure ); be's laid by like 
the Ship that's worn out, unfit to go to Sea any more. 
Ah ! but he that 1s old, and yet hail and /sſty, that 
| retains his former Vivacity (of Body and Soul ); he's 
as fit for Scrvice as ever, as ufeful in his Station 
as ever; a wonderful Mercy! What would ſome zea- 
lous Chriſtians give for it! -If you have it, I beſcech 
you prize it, improve it, and be very thankful for it. 

3- But thirdly, ' Is it « good old Age in'the axoral No- 
tion of it > Here is the higheſt Obligation to Praiſe and 
Thankfulneſ7. Can you take a view of your ſelves inthe 
former Stages of your Lives,that in all of ther yow have 
feared and walkcd with him ? that all along you 
have been gaod, and done Good ? that Holineſs and 
Obedience have rug through your whole —_ 

tion 
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a. Alc. Dt. 


Pal. 39 5. 
Job 21. 24- 


Jer. 6. 4- 


Rccled, 12. 1, 


tion ? "And that now, in the: laſt Period: of your 
Days, yet you hold on in the good ways of God ? yet 
you are ating Grace? yet bringing forth Fruit unto 
Helineſi? yet your Works are good ? nay, your {aſt 
Works are your beſt? better filled »p than Rraceds p 
Oh, where 'ris thus with-any of you, rejoyce; rejoyce'! 
call upon your Souls ahd all within you, to'bleſsGadfo? 
his rich Grace diſplaid towards you! Here's good old'4 
deed !. (Oh that- there was more of it in the World Y! 
Wellhere's /ini»g to, and in a good old Age; 'twill not 
be: long before it will be dying in this good old: Age : 
And how ſite, how ſweetwill that Dying be unto you 
whenever it ſhall come | {ſotauch'ts the Aged); 5 - 
2, Something 1 would 'fGay'to the Vowng 5iTo you 
who are in\your bei# Srat6, in the price of your Days ; 
whoſe Bones are ft of Marraw, and whoſe'Candlte 
burns very bright. ' Old Age” has not as yer ſig hpont 
ou, but you are haſtening'to it yithe'\Shadows ofthe 
en are every 'Mmute drawing nearer and nearer 
to you./ That which {would arge upoty you, is, thee 
you'would fo order yonr-Courte :nowy (7 the trme'of 
your Youth and: Manhood, ('as-that : when -ol4" A 
{hall come; it may be to you a good old Age; both vi 
and\dying. Indeed, 'tis very uncertain whether you 
hall ever arrive at it, ( as I ſhall ſhew'by and by); 
but. pofbly ie may. pleaſe God to continue ybuthere 
ſo long : Oh !vlet it —_ great! Care: 'and: Rndea- 
vour to-provide'now, { if it ſball be fo ;»rhat 'it' may” 
prove'an happy and bleſled. Age to'you. GD 
How is this to be effeFted ? _  ' 22 wc? 
"Why, Remember your Creator in vhe' days of | your 
Touth 5; cloſe with God betimes, :raxke an early Dodit4-i 
tron of your ſelves 'to' God, let him have the Fife” 
ogy Fruits 
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Frenrof yene Tim mes "aw engage in Geico and uni- | 


verſa] Pity 5 fill up yeur>greener Age with Grace 
and Holineſs: Thus do, and then 'twill be a £ood old 
Age in. the winding up of all. The way to end. well, is 

0 begin: me(/;, and: 1 $0 hold on in what is good. If the 


| Towhand Mankaud haverbecn vainiand (inful,it carmor 


well be: expected that the ofz{ Age.will be holy,and com- 
fortable :. (what-God may.do in the Soveraignty of his 
Grace, :who. converts when he pleaſes, -E-do'not med- 

dle-with 3 4 only-ſpeak of. what may. probably and ratio- 

nally be enptttodry. CO The: Fraits which do'not fer wall 
in Spriags[ſcllomcome-to any. good Marurity-itt 'Ati- 
tuvng fo'rif here... Beſides he Dolirgetrmity of putting 


off Vertue. and Goodneſs to your; vidt Age 3 (Cfor what Non tantum 


is that but :1r offe@ a0 Gay, ithat yqur worſt is good 


imoy 


num m 


fed peſſ'- 


.cnough for Cod? that!Smandabe Worlh' fhall have mui remn-t, 
your. Ffawer, Tarid' God vive ply, your 1BrwwÞxhac 5 


I ſhall hayethefirft Broackings: of the'Velithr 
Goa only the rogs and Lees) > 1 fay, beſides the-dil- 
| rey ory — [ris x thing marwYll 
.prove HtigWy exjuricd! and fad! ro:youb Huh 4 For, 
fan de hat (gend af. rr nd yn afol 
iſo at the Jaft,' Oh | let God amd Gadii 
your Times! gnakeſhias the Alpha andivthe Org 'Df 
your Dayss ilatthewtbale Web of Life be ſjun with 
£Fca. Thread ;; wallonfan'vnifare CorfordfObeditncs ; 
det begobd ToxthySgod A odyrgwa) Melee 
gadd, Chute: ay .c> ajalt 
OS it Jet < J nimud 2JM4. 4 11213 
 4;go 0.0 toa Sciidrd Obſerrotioh;c # Dus) - 1:9 
liveifoll ong,lut.at lafiotheyolie,/ 1847 (141 el 
r nt hetadivella3; Bainhe fo great Mage) | 
but then foditd >T he longelt Foupar fix am —_— 
N44 


ial * 


Uſe. 


4 Sam. 20, 3, 
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Relidue of Life is{o ſmall : ( And: yet the Orator' tells 
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There will be the ſetting of the Sun, as well as the ri- 
ling of it ; ( tho ſometimes 'tis very late before it ſets ). 
There's none continue fo long upon the Stage, but 
they go off at laſt. The Glaſs that has but the ordi- 
nary Proportion of Sand in t, is ſoon run out; ſup- 
olh there ſhould be another with a far greater 
Proportion, yet even that too, by continual running, 
at laſt would be empty : So ſome Mens Time is ſoon run 
out, there's a yo Period put to their Lives ; Others 
hold out, and hold up a | time 3 but yet they too 
fall and die at _ The - hee | 
very long, yett ied ; of every one och 
only —_ ) at's aid, And he died ; Gen. 5. 5, e*c. 

Not to enlarge upon a Point ſo plain and indubita- 
ble, let me ſubjoyn but a word of Advice : 

I. To the OL. How does it concern ſuch, ; fo 
be expeing and prepared for Death! This thould be 
done by the Young, but- much more by the Aged ; 
becauſe of their more awcertain State as to Life. Oh 
how mear are old Age and Death to each other | there's 
but a ſmall diſtance betwixt the houry Head and the 


ſlimy Greve ;_ that which Devid -faid of himſelf, 


{ there is but « flep between we and Death, | every old 
Man may apply to himſelf. The Young avay die, the 
Old wwft die : Death lies in Ambuſh for the Youg, 
bur it operly ſhews it (elf to the Ancient ; Sewibus in Fe- 
weir, Adoleſcemtibus in infidiis 5 Bern.. - There's but a 
lutle Sand left in their GlsG, but a little Oil to keep 
their Lamps burning z their Leaſe is now almoſt ex- 
ired 5 (ord what lowobur a Writ of Eje&ment ? ) 

t's Folly in any to dream of long'-Life; - but 'this 

be gi Folly in -you, to whom the 


us, 


——_— 


ABRAHAMs DEAT HA 25 
us, There's none /o old but be thinks he may liue WL-7- Pear Nemo cft tam 


longer). It being thus, how ſhould you live ina con- 0 poking 
ſtant Expe& ation of Death ? how ſhould: you be always puter poflc 
ready and prepared for it 2 What! after you have had '"** 
ſo long 4 Space to prepare for your Change, yet to'be 
unprepared ? what, to be neither fit #9: /ive, nor ;fit 
to dy £ not fit for work,(becauſe your Strength is gone,) 
nor fit for Wages, (becauſe not ripe for Heaven) ? 
what a diſmal Caſe is this ! Oh therefore be always rea- 
dy ! that when you come to dy , you may have no- 
thing to do but j«i# to dy, and to go; to God. 

2. Does this Counſel concern the Aged only ? no, 
it reathes to others > For do not the Young, die. as 
well as the Old ? Yerily, every eMan at his beit State is 
altogerher Vanity , Pal. 39. '5. One dieth; in is Tull 
Strength , being wholly at eaſe ' and. quiet,, | Job 21..23. 
There are in the Grave the Skulls and'Bones of In- 
fants, Youths, ſtrong Men, as well as of the. Aged. 
The old Aſe often carries the Skin of the young one to. the 
Market, (according to the Jewiſh Proverb). y* Who + Quit tzm 
can aſſure himſelf (be henever ſo young) 'that, he- ſhall fultus, quam- 
live 4 Day? much leſs that he ſhall live. to old Age # frens , cui fir 
What is Life more in the Young than in the Old ? 'tis expioratum fe 
but a Breath in both 3-and that,God can ſtop as ſoon in - == 
the one as in;the other. Ozrnes eodems cogimur, we are ©. de Sen, 
all-going the (away. and muſltall tread in the fame 
Common-Path. Death puts no Difference betwixt the, 
Weak and the Strong,” The new-built Houſe ſome- 
times falls, when the old one ſtands. Wherefore it 
lies upon yr, that are young, to look and prepare for 
Death 4; as, well as upon the Eldeſt. Oh that, you 
would be- wiſe to conſider your latter End ! that you »,,.. 73. 29% 
would ſo number your Days as to apply your Hearts o if Pſal, $0, 12, 
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dome ! Donot procreſtinate and delay what you have to 


do, (preſuming u living long, and old z which 
1s > Folly, and > moſt ——— _——— 
tion) : But fo day, while? it is called to , repent , 
believe, make fare of Chriſt, your Peace made 
with God , (and the like). And then let Death come 
as ſoon as it will , 'twill be an happy Death to you. 


C And full. ] 


- *Ainfworth 1 the Original there is no more. 'Tis an uſual E/- 

in lac. lipſis in the Hebrew 3 *P/ſal. 73. 10. Waters [ of a ful 
are wrung out to them: (1 e. of a full Gup). And fo 
here. 

em. Some fill itup, Abraham died full of Riches, Wealth, 

mulatus om- Honour, and all earthly Proſperity : ( As it's ſaid of Da- 

— * vid, He died in a good old Age, full of Days, Riches and 

P.aarr. Honour; 1 Chron. 29. 28.) Others thus; Full of 
Grace, of Faith, of good Work : (a much better Fulneſs 
than theformer) ! But the moſt fill it up, as here we 
do, full of Tears, or Days, nM» nga, Sept. Cand fo 
in divers other Verſrons). 

The ſame is affirm'd of Iſaac, Gen. 35. 29. of David, 
1 Chron. 23. 1. — 29. 28. of Fehojada, 2 Chron. 24. 
I5. — of Fob, chap. 42.17. — The Prophet uſes 
this Expreſſion, Jer. 6. 11. The Aged, with bin that 
is full of Days. 

But this (according to Expoſitors) is ſaid of Abraham, 
not only as expreſſive of the many Days and Tears 
that he had lived z (withreſpect to which, it falls in 
with what precedes, and is but a repeating of the ſame 
Matter 3 [ he died in a good old Age, an old Man, and 
fall of Tears]: But it alſo intimates what was the Tem- 


per 


— 
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per of his Mind , the inward Frame and Working of 

his Soul , as to Life 5 (and fo it carries diſtin Matter 

in it). He was fil of Tears, 1. e.. he was * ſatiated with « $........ 
Life, ſatisfied with the Time he had lived 3 he had li- diebus ſuis. 
ved long, and now he delired to live no longer ; he 5.” 


Saturarus xtas 


had his Fill of the natzral Life , (as one has of Meat and te. r. 4a. 
Drink, when he has been at a Feaſt); he was very **n0n appe- 


nyo . : terer vit - 
willing to have a Period now put to it, rogationem: 
Caly, Oleaft 
Pertzſum eſt eum vitz, mortem optavit : Zw-mmgl. Noluifſet ulterius dies ſuos pertrah * ; 
P. Mart. Hebraiſmus eſt, pro Saturata erat anima cjus 3 non cupiebat diatius vivere, nec 
dies ſuos innovari. Fagiwe, 


——— — 


Hence note, that 

A graciows Man, (a true Child of Abraham), after he i: 
has been here his appointed Time, and done the Work allot- 
ted to him ; has enough of Life, ſo as not to deſire to live 
any longer. 

acob, when he had ſeen Foſeph, thought he had li- 
| ved long enough 3 Now let me die (ſays he) , fince 1 
have ſeen thy Face, becauſe thou art yet alive, Gen. 46. 30. 
Simeon, having had a Sight of Chriſt, was very willing 
to die 3 Lord now letteiF thou thy Seruant depart in Peace, 
for mine Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation. Thus it is, thus - 
(to be ſure) it ought tobe, with every true Chriſtian. 

I put in, [when his appointed Time is come, and his 
Work done}, for the better ſtating of the Point. Till 
theſe be accompliſhed, Life can never be too long ; when - 
theſe are accomplilh'd, Life can never be too ſhort. 
When a good Man is convinced, 'tis God's Will to 
tranſlate him into another World, and that his Work 
> done in this 3 Oh (ſays he) kt me die, I have enough of 

ife! 
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Here's -one great' Difference betwinxt the Pepple of 
God and other” Mer, © The wicked ate always defi- 
ring Contimnation of Life ; as 'kniowing, whenever that 
ſhall end, all their Pleaſures of Sin are over, and ever- 
laſting Puniſhments ſhall ſucceed in their room. The 
worldly roo, are upon the ſame lock 3 as knowin 
here is their” Portion, that they have their good things 
here. And therefore, as they have inſatiable Defires 
after the having more of earthly Things, ſo allo after 
the protrafting of that Life, in which thoſe earthly 
things are to be enjoyed. If theſe might have their 
Will, they would never die, but live, op 3 infinitume. 
They may indeed ſometimes be, impatient of Lite 3, but 
they never are, ( upon good Grounds, and ina right 
manner ), ſatiated with Life. Ah ! but ſuch who are 
fincere with God, this 1s their Frame and Temper : 
Does God ſay, you ſpall live yo longer ? they anſwer, Lord, 
we have enough of Life, let us die. = 
N Some” Heathens have gone very far in this; I have 
| 1+ vr hnag lived ( ſays * one) 45 long as ſuffices, I am all for Death. 
monem plenus And f another, 1f ſome God. would grant me to grow 
zo, pet See young again, I would  by-no means accept of it 5 I would 
us mibi largia- be loth, having rut: my Race, to begin all again. If theſe 
cur, ur x %3© ( by the improvement 'of Reaſon and natural Light ) 

© repuc- K ? 
inſcam, & m- Went thus farz ſurely they, who have an higher Light, 
cunis vagiam, do notcome ſhort of them : and what (I fear ) in them 
valde reculcm : = ; . a . k 
nec velim, qua- Was but Words, by the Saints is really put in PraTice. 
$ decurſulpa- And in theſe, the Grounds of their Satiety of Life, 
tlo, a calcc ad T 
Carceres rev. ATE to be conſidered. This does not reſult, meerly 
cari, Cato +» from the Troubles, Loſſes, Croſſes that here they meet 
Twit, ceSn- ywith 3 but from ſomething of an higher Nature. They 
are convinc'd of the Vanity of things below, that 
there's an Emptineſs in what this World affords ; that 


v It "CS 


Luke 16, 25+ 
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there's nothing here juſtly to make them fond of Life : 
That ſo _ as Life continues,Siz will continue : That 
there is an higher and better Life to ſucceed, ( which 
cannot be enjoyed till this expire): That 'is twiſt 
Dying, and then being with God, Upon theſe Grounds, 
gracious Souls are even glutted with this Lite, and 
care not how ſoon they. are depriv'd of it. 

Well, let us ſhew our ſelves to be Abraham's Seedin Qfe. 
this, in our being /atiated with Life : He is an exccllent 
Chriſtian who 1s ſo, but there are but few who are ſo. 


Jearws qui exaGo contentus tempore vite, 
Cedat uti conviva ſatur—, Hor, 


Should God meaſure out but a ſhort Duration of 
Life to us, yet that ſhould ſatisfy us, as being long 
enough. But much more ſhould he grant a liberal Pro- 
portion of it, we have no reaſon to defire more. True 
in reſpect of Work, and Service, we ſhould think Life 
never to be long enough : ( He ſaid well who faid,] have Vi tis 
lived enough to Nature, enough to my own Reputation, but G rn, = 
wot enough to my Country. He ſpeaks much better who © Parriz. 
ſays, 1 heve lived eriough to Nature, enough to my Self, 
but not enough to my God ). But when we have good 
Grounds to J_vs 4 our Work is finifh'd, God has 
no more for us todoz it becomes us to ſay, We have Non acerbumn 
our fill of Life, we would not live a day, an hour, a j#m judicare 
moment longer : ( Not becauſe its bitter 10 us to live, but hn ma 
becauſe 'tis unneceſſary for us to live), *Twould be an &p- 14. NY 
AX of * ſingular Grace from God, if, by his Spirit, he -,Q 1,059 
would bring us to this bleſſed Temper ! it 7 1—r 
vt ex c4 migrare parati ſumus cum Animi Tranquilitate, Ge, River iN loC, 
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* Gen, 25. 10, 


I have diſpatch'd the two firſt Amplification: about 
Abrahams Death, from the Manner, and the Time of it ; 
let me add a little upon the Third, viz. the Iſſue and 
Conſequent of it, He died, what became of him after 
that 2 why, 


De was gathered to his People. 


This, like the preceding Expreſſions, ( of giving up 
of the Ghoit, dying i = a good old Age, being full of 
Tears ), does often occur in Scripture. 'Tis uſed of 
Iſaac, Gen. 35. 29. of Facob, Gen, 49. 33. of Aaron, 
Numb. 20. 24. ( of many otheres). Sometimes 'tis ex- 
preſied by being Gathered to their Fathers : I will gather 
thee to thy Fathers (ſays God to Fopab) 2 Kings 22.20. 
And allo,all that Gemeration were gathered unto their Fa- 
thers, Judg. 2. 10. David was laid unto his Fathers, Adts 
13. 36. The Promiſe to Abraham was, Thou ſhalt go to 
thy Fathers _——- Gen. 15.15. — We read again and 
again, of ſkeping with their Fathers; 1 Kings 11. 43. 
x Kings 2. 10. ( & paſſin ). 

It's an uſual Hebraiſzms to ſet forth, entring into the 
State of the Dead. There's a kind of wqywucuds in it 5 
it being a more foft and pleaſing Deſcription of that 
8tate,inſtead of that which is more rough and harſh. 

The Grave being the common Receptacle of all that 
die; ( All go wnto one place, Ecclel. 3. 20. 1 know that 
thou wilt bring me unto Death, and to the Houſe appointed 
for all living; Job 3o. 23) : therefore, though Abra- 
ham died and was buried in Canaan, where * Sarah 
only was buried, and none of his Progenitors ; yet, 
upon his Death and Burial, he's ſaid #0 be gathered to bis 
People, ( or Fathers ). 

The 
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The Papiſts Gloſs upon it is, he went to the Limbws 
Patruw. Their Doctrine is, that the Fathers, and all 
the Old-Teſtawent-Saints, ( who lived and died be- 
fore the Incarnation, Paſhion, and Reſurreftion of 
Chriſt ), were not i»emediately taken up into Heaven, 
but ſhut up together in ſome ſecret Receſſes or Cavernes 
of th e Earth, till Chriſt ſhould come, and ſuffer, and 
riſe again 3 and ther they were to be admitted into the 
Heavenly Glory. And they tell us, that theſe Fathers 
and others, in this State, did not feel any *Pen4 Senſus, 
( as they in Purgatory do ) ; but only Pena Damni, in 
their not having the immediate Preſence of God and the 
Beatifick, Viſion. And amongſt other Proofs that they ,* 4/1-"7 <4 
give of this, my * Text, ( with other parallel Texts ), is app por 
inſiſted upon for one : Abraham was gathered to his People, <iari- Non in 
1. e. he was not preſently tranſlated into Heaven, but —_ = 


for a time ſhut up in a common Cell ( with the reſt who —_ ſed 
raucs juxra 


died before him), as only an Expe&ant of Heaven. And A; 

hence they obſerve, a Variation of Words, in the ſetting — 
forth of the Death of thoſe who died ſince Chriſt came, Animarum Pa- 
and of thoſe who died before Chriſt came : The former erant in penis 
are ſaid to die ix the Lord, to ſleep in Feſws, ( and the eg. 


like )z but the latter, are faid to be gathered to their ſum Filii Dei 
ad Inferos, (Fc. 


People, to ſleep with their Fathers ;, ( and fo on). _—_— 
toris Domini Reſurre&ionem transferendus ad Paradiſum fxlicitati« zternz. Liperms in loc. 
So Lyranw, P. Burgenſir, in Gen. 49. 33. Bellermws, de Anim Chriſti, Cop. 11, Per. 
Galat, Arcamn. libs 6, C. 7. 


This Opinion we reject, as having no ſolid Foun- 
dation in the Word of Truth : And hold, that 
as all Believers who now die do immediately enter 
into Glory 3, ( for the Spirit returns to God who gave i, 
Eccleſ. 12. 7. To day ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſes 
Luke 23. 43. We know, that if our earthly Houſe of this 
| abernacle 
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Tabernacle were diſſolved, we have a Building of God, an 
Houſe. not made with Hands, eternal in the Heavens 
2 Cor. 5. 1. ) So, that all who lived before Chriſt, and 
believed in him, did alſo, upon their Dying, immed;- 
See 14/4 Tim- ately enter into Glory, Chriſt being the ſame to Them, 
bus Pair | thatheis to Us, Heb. 13. 8; his Merit extending to 
ie Precctine Them as well as to Us, ( he being the Lamb flain fron 
D«Ame © the Foundation of the World 5 Rev. 13.8 ) 3 and They 
—_— believing in the 1 leſſrab to come, as well as we believe 
Ecrcit 151. in him 4s come 5 what reaſon can be aſſigned, why they 
controv. Qu, ſhould not partake of the ſume Bleſſings, the ſame Hap- 
42. Rameld, pineſs, that we now partake of ? and conſequently, upon 
7 aoreknkr '* Death, be put into the immediate Poſſeſſion of the 
Przl. 79, &c.. Glocy of Heaven, even aswe are ? 
_—_ 1 But bleſſed Abraham! was it thus with thee? was this 
c.5,&, thy gathering to thy People to be ſhut up in. ſome dark 
Caverns of the Earth, ( God knows where )? and to 
be kept out of Heaven, ( God knows how long ) ? 
In thy Life, at God's Command, thou wenteſt thou 
knewelt not whither ; and at thy Death too, didſt 
thou go thou knewelt not whiher ? Walt thou the 
ere. Inſtance of Faith, the Father of the Faithful 2 
and yet does it fare better;with the meaneſt of thy Seed 
now, than it did with thy Sclt 2 Was Heaven ſo much 
12 thy Eye, did(t thou look for a City which had Founda- 
He” it-.0. tons, whoſe 'Builder and Maker is God ;, and yet fo long 
_ kept out of it, and thruſt into ſome Recluſe whoſe 
rt mylin  Bralder and Maker is Man e Is thy * Boſome made uſe 
Q c+. Er-ng. of to repreſent Heaven 3 and that before Chriſt died ; 
£223. and yct waſt thou not as yet in Heaven ? Bleſſed 
»m. So a1»- Saint ! theſe things we poor dim-lighted Proteſtants, 
Pp ray - '* know not how tq underſtand ! 
ſave himſclf\, rs fam te ſay, Non qued Atrabam in Calo effet ; ſed quod ita loqui firgarut, 


uaſi c{l-t in Cx!0. 
y | The 
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The Adverſay has led me out of my way, I return 
to the words; which I ſhall conſider not only as a Pe- 
riphraſis of Death, or of the dead State that follows up- 
on it; but as holding forth ſomething of a far higher 
nature : As namely, that Abraham's Soul, as ſoon as 
Death had ſeized upon his Body, was forthwith tranſla- 
ted into the Fellowſhip and Society of the glorified Saints, 
who lived and died before him, 
Two.things Expoſitors infer from them. 
I. The Exiſtence of the Soul in its ſeparated State 
from the "Body, They apply Abrahaw's being gathered 
#0 his People, to his Soul; and from thence alert, the 
Exiſtence and Immertality of it. And whereas ſome 
affirm, that in all .the Books of Moſes there's nothing 
aid, to prove the Soul's Immortality ; * Cajetan con- 4-a——y 
fates them from this very Text: And many f others reriw in Gen. 
concur with him therein. Dif. s # 
2. The Advancement and Felicity of the Soul upon its 78g, bc. AT 
Separation from the Body, which conſiſts in this, that 997% 7% 
ris preſently oyned with, and «ditted int, the Society A 
of the glorified Souls that are with God in Heaven. 
I tnuſt not engage in the diſcuſſing of theſe Heads ; 
in brief take this Obſervation. 


That whenever the Godly die, immediately they are 
tranſlated unto the Society of the glorified Saints in 
Heaven. 


We cannot ground this, werely upon the Phraſe of 
Abrahans's being gathered to kis People 5 but we muſt alſo 
take in the Grace and Holineſs of the SubjeF. It's faid 
of Iſhmael here ( ver. 17.) He was gathered to his Peo- 
ple ; but how? not as I — 


————___— 
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bad Man. The Sence of the Words muſt be ſtated, 
according to the * SwbjeF to whom they are apphed : 
When the Wicked die they are gathered to their People, 
1. e. they are thrown into the Company of the Damn- 
ed in Hell : But when the Godly die, they are gathered 
to their *People, 1. e. taken up into the Company of the 
glorified Saints in Heaven. 

It's foretold and promiſed, A7.4.8. 11. That mary 
ſhall come from the Eait and Weit , and ſhall fit down with 
Abrahant, and 1jaac, and Jacob in the Kingdom of Hea- 
ver, Hebr. 12. 22, 23. But ye are come unto Mount 
Sion, and wnto the City of the living God, the beavenly Je- 
__ and to an innumerable Company of Angels : to the 

eneral Aſſembly , and Church of the Firit-born , which 
are written in Heaven, and toGod the Fudge of all, and 
to the Spiruts 4 "juſt Men made perfi@® > And to Jeſws the 
Mediator of the New Covenant,and to the * Blood of ſprink- 
ling , that ſpeaketh better Things thin that of Abel. The 
firſt Intendment of the Apoſtle in this Scripture, was to 
deſcribe the Geoſpel/-Church as 'tis here on Earth, m the 
Glory and *Priviledges thereof, One of which is this, 
that under the Golpel,Saints ow Earth have Communion 
with the Saints in Heavex ; (all makingup but one Bo- 
dy, or one Aſſembly): Bur yet fo, as that the Things 
(here ſpoken) have their fulleſt Accompliſhment in the 
Church triumphant, When any are taken up into that 
Church, they go indeed to the City of the lieing Cvd, the 
beavenly Jeruſalem , an inmumerable Compary of Angels tl e 
Church of the Furſt-barn, the Spirits of juif Hen made 
perfe#. And this is the Portion of all that fear, love 
and obey God, whenever Death removes thcm hence. 
Luke 16. 22. And it came to paſs that the © Beggar 'tlied,, 
and was carried by the Argels rrto Abtaham's Bofow. - \. 

And 


XUM 


ABRAHAMS DEATH. 35 


Andis it thus ? then (1.) What an incentiv? is thi. to x 
Godlineſs ! Abraham died in agood old Age, (an old Age © * 
which ſucceeded a pious and well-ſpent LI ife) z what 
followed upon it ? he was gathered to his "People ;, ad- 
mitted into the Society of the Bleſſed in Heaven. Now 
as we dcfire to partake of his bappy End, we muſt con- 
form to his holy Courſe. Let us ſhew our ſelves to be 
his Children by the doing of bus Works 3, Let us believe, 1% 3. 39. 
obey, live as he did, and then we ſhall be Heirs with 
him of this , andall,that other Bleſledneſs , which he 
now poſieſles. Tobe with all the glorified Saints 1a 
Heaven? (much more to be with the bleſſed God thereY 
what Tongue can expreſs, what Heart can conceive , 
bow great a Thing this is ! But how 1s this to be attai- 
ned > only by being good, and doing good. Withowg Heb. 12. 14. 
Holineſs no Mon Poul ſee God, nor any. who are with 
God. Oh let the Age be whatit will, (o/d or young) , 
ſce that it be good and gracious 3 and then this happy 
Gathering will follow upon it : but otherwiſe, 'tis not 
to be hoped for. Pray tcl me, you that live as Anti- 
podes tothe Saints on Earth , can you hope to be im- 
bodied with thoſe in Heaven # Youthat hate and per- 
ſccute the Saints on Earth , can you hope ever to be 
joined with them that are in Heaven ? You that are all 
for the Society of Sinners below , can you expe@ tobe 
admitted into the Society of Saints above ? farely you 
cannot ſo y impoſe upon your ſelves! At death 
there is « /orting of all Men into their ſeveral Companies: 
the Wicked ga to the Wicked, the Godly to the God- 

* 1ly; the former to their Predeceſſors and Companions 
in Sin ; the latter, to their Predecefiars and 

njons in Grace and Holineſs. , Oh Jet the Conlideration 

ned gorwell WA ua 'h0 pot analy Sin, and to engage 
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Heb. 6. 132. In all ſerious Piety ! "Be Followers of them who through 

Faith and Patience inherit the Promiſes ; that you may 
plal. 125.5. be gathered torhem when you die, and not rank'd 
amongit the Workers of Ir.iquity. 

2. It may be improved , to ſupport againit the Fear of 
Death. How are many, through this Fear, all their 
Life Time ſubje&d wnto* Bondage | Hebr. 2. 15. But if 
ye be Abrahar''s Seed and Children , why (ſhould it be 
thus with you ? 

Here are in the Words of my Text three notable An- 
tidotes againſt this Fear : 

1. What is Death? 'ris but the giving up ofthe Gho#t ; 
the expiring of the Breath 3 and that's all (to' the San- 
Gitied and holy) : And is this a Thing ſo much tobe fea- 
red > Every Breath thatcomes from thee ,, js a kind of 
Death z when 'tis the af? Breath thenit's Death, (there's, 
» Theff 4. 14. all the Difference), Elfewhere 'tis but a Sleep, a ling 
Wa.57 >> down in Bed, an wncloathing, a Departing : Oh what 
Sail. 1. 2; mollifying Expreflions doth the Scripture ſet forth: 

_ by ! and all to keep down our inordinate Fear 
of nt. I | 
2, All ( ſooner or Liter) are ſubjeT toit. *Tis not we 
alone that die, all are Companions with us in this. The 
Patriarchs, Prophets, Apoſtles , nay Chrift himſelf, all 
died : and ſhall we be afraid to walk in that Path which 
ſo many have trod before us > When Phocion faw one, 
who was to die with him, 'afraid to die 3 What (ſays he) 
Plurrch, » apt thou not glad to fare as Phocion dvet £ So. when A- 
_— braham gave wp the Ghoſt and died, (with innumerable b 
others ), - ſhall we be overwhelmed with Fear when it 
ſhall be our turn to die ? | | 
3. After the Dying comes the Gathering. ' That Death. 
that breaks our Company below, advances us to far better 


Com- 
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Company above. It takes the Key of Heaven (as it were) 

and lets us into the Society of Saints and Angels, yea. 

of God himſelf, and the bleſſed Teſw. And hall we 

then * fearto die 2 Oh let's get above this ! WOOD o gi 6 
mortem : inaere;, quiadChriſtum meliraneCpries, 


3. Let all God's People rejozce in the Ttoughtn Hea- Oſes 3- 
ven, Whata Place and State will that be to.ſuch! when 
you ſhall be gathered into the Fellowfhip of the glorifigd 
Saints 3 ſhall (ce Abraharr, I/aac,, Jacob (with all :thereft.. 
of that valt Body) 3 ſhall conyerſe with thegnand havo1 
Communion with them.in. the, praiſzng,” admiring ajid 
magnifying. of God for ever : what 4, tranſcendeat_ 
Happineſs will this be ! Here your Company is. wixt , 
there none but Sajnrs ſhall, be wath you., Here , your; 
Company is ofien affiiJizy to you;there it ſhallhe who-. 
ly rejoicirg to your Souls, ' Hete , the Beſt you con- 
verſe with have their Infirmities ;, there , all ſhall be 
perfeF. Here, you ſce this and that Saint , (ſcattered 
as a little good Grainin the midl(t of a Field of Tares ) ; 
there you hall ſee the whole. Body of Saints from firſt 
to laſt. The Sight of oze St. Pax/ would be a blelled 
Sight 3 but ro ſee all the Apoſiles , all the Martyrs and 
Confeſſors, all the great Inſtruments of God's Glory (an- 
cient and modern)? Lord, what a tranſporting and 
raviſhing Sight will that be ! How ſhould the ſerious 
Senſe of this both fill up our Joy , and allo inflame our 
Deſires after Heaven ! How divinely does the Oratour 
ſpeak ! O bleſſed Day, when I ſha!l go v0 that divine Socie- Q 
ty and Convention of Souls, and ſhall be freed from thoſe diem, cdm ad 
Crowd: &- filthy Per ſons that are here[had he ſuch Notions — f— 
of a future State, and of the Happineſs thereof? what Concitium 


- i+ | cert: mq eC 
Notions ſhould we have of it ! proficiſcar 3 
& cum ex haC turba & colluvione dif. edam | 7'#l. de vcri. 

And 
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And yet that which I have been upon, is bur the /caft 
of Heaven. To be gathered to the glorified Sims, is 
very good ; ah! but to be gathered to Cod,to Chriit ? 
to be admitted into the immediate Preſence, Vifion, and 

Fruition of theſe? ſurely this is incomparably better ! 
This is the Heaven of Heavens, the very Top and Ze- 
ith of Glory. And this ſhall be the Felicity of all who 
are {incere with God : 1 Thefſ. 4. 17. So ſhall we ever 
be with the Lord : Having a Deſire to depart, and to be 
Profevceis Faltnef of Jo is far better. _ 1. 23. In thy 
by eis Foy, at thy right Hand are Pleaſures 

= races op 1: Oh therefore, you fr 
= God and walk with him (as the great Inſtance in 
the Text djd); how may you comfort your ſelves in 
this ! and what caule have -yon, to ſay, My Soul' doth 
magnify the Lord =, Blef tie Lord, _ onl, -_ all 
that is within me , bleſs hrs holy Name 


— —— ——— —_— 
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He firſt part of my Work is diſpatch'd ; I go on to 
the ſecond. , - The Example which the Text pro- 
pounds, I have done withz' I come now to that Ex- 
r= hh which the Providence of God ſets before us this 
a 
You all expe&t I ſhould ſay ſomething of that Anti- 
ent, Faithtuh, Eminent Maniſter of - Chriſt, and ' Ser- 
vant, of, God, Mr. Ttowas, Caſe, whoſe Funerals (| in 


the Religions Part © them) we now ſolemnize. 


Concerning him therefore, I will, 

I. Give @ brief 4 connt of bis. | ife and; Death. 

2, Thew give as more particular ran pry ous 
bis ſeveral Cypdcities.- i 


Not to mſtance in the ; and Place of his Birth, 
he was the Son of a Miniſter in Kext ; ( a Perfon'emi- 
nent in. his time for Parts and Picty:). This he teſtified, 
as in all other things, (0 in. his great Care to give this 
his Son a pious and religious Education-:* which he was 
the more excited and encouraged unto, upon his per- 
ceiving, of thpſe mote than ordinary buddings and 
bloſſomings of Grace and Ingenuity, that were m him 
in his Childhood. R 

When he was grows up, and, fit to be ſene abroad, 

» he was put to School; firſt at Canterbury, then at 
Merchaxt- Tazlors School ( in this City). And there he 
was continued, until bis Father, (meeting with Trou- 
bles and .Embgaylacats'ic by Efkite,, ( A 

a 
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and other Occaſions), was forced to remove him 
from theſe Nurſeries, and to take him home to him- 
ſelf ; where he gave him all that Inſtrudtion in the Arts 
and Languages, that his many Diverſions would ad- 
mit of. 

Adde pc[- Having arrived at a Competency of Age and Lear- 
frar & 3} . ning, he was ſent to the Univerſity, admitted in Chriſt- 
» erctitione Church in Oxford, ( that Famous Society ) ; where his 
werico cc Induſtry and Proficiency was ſuch, as that, by the 
les credige. Dean and Canons ( then being ), he was unanimouſly 
rim—, The- elefted Student of that Houſe. There he refided till 
p- wriy eng = had commenc'd Maſter of Arts, and a Year or two 
Oxon, |. z, p. alter. | | 
3 ;. From thence ( he now being in a conſiderable mea- 
ſure fitted for the Work of -the Miniſtry }, by the great 
Importunity of Mr. R. Herrick, ( his moſt intimate and 
abeicinas Friend ),-he was prevailed with to come 
to him, and to be with him. at his Benefice in Norfolk, 
After ſome ſhort ſtay with him, he was called. to the 
Exerciſe of his Miniſtry at Erpingham, ( a Town'in the 
ſame County ). There he continued eight or ten Years ; 
indefatigable in his Work, preachirg twice every Lords- 
day, expounding the Holy Scriptures, catethifing the 
Younger, repeating in private what he had delivered 
in publick. Hither many reſorted to him, to partake 
of his Labours 3 and God wonderfully facceeded them 
to the Converſion of many Souls, * © 

But meeting with Troubles in that Dioceſs, ( under 
Bp. Wres ), he was forced to remove ont of ir. His 
fore-mentioned Friend, ( being made Warden of Mar- 
cheſter ) took him into Lancaſhire with him : there in a 
ſhort time: he..was preſented to a Place in the Neigh- 
bewring Connty.. | But great Revolutions happening in 

the 
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the Nation a little after, he was, ( by the Urgency of 
ſome Perſons of Quality ) perſwaded to accompany 
them to London : So Providence firſt brought him 
tither, and then fixed him here. 

Here he was choſen firſt Letturer, then Paſtor at 
Milk-Street , where, how laborious and faithful he 
was in his Lord's Work, many yet hving can teſtify. 
Beſides his Lord's-day s Pains in this Place, he preach'd 
a weekly LefQure every Saturday ; (in order to Perſons 
being the better prepared for the Sabbath). And here he 
firſt ſet up the Morning Exerciſe; which has been kept up 
in this City (from place to place) ever fince; ( it too 
having lived to a good old Aye, and not as yet giver 
up the Ghot ). 

And not confining his Labours to this Pariſh, he alſo 

reached a Letture at St. Martin's in the Fields every 
Flurſday 3 Which he kept up above twenty Years. 

In thoſe days, the Emgagement being vehemently 
urg'd, and he refuſing to take it, he was put out of his 
Place at Milk-Street. But God would not have him to 
be idle; if one Door be ſhut upon him, another 
ſhall be opened. He was therefore called to preach 
as Lefturer, at Alderman-bury, and at St. Giles C ripple- 
gate. In which Congregations, he continued preach- 
ing Chrilt and the Goſpel, till he was ſent Priſoner to 
the Tower; ( where he was confined about ſex Months ). 
The Grounds of this Impriſonment, ( wherem ſeveral 
others, of Name and Worth, were Companions 
with him z to Two of which, it ended in more than 
| bare Impriſonment, in Death it (elf); I fay, the 
Grounds of this, are well known to all that know any 
thing of the Tranſattions of the Jate Times, We then 
thought they ſuffered for m_—_ Loyalty and —_— to 

their 
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their Soveraign ;, it the preſen: unkind Age have other 
Nowons of it, we mult {bm:t. 

After his Releaſe he was invited to be Lefturer at 

St. Giles in the Fie!ds, Mr. Muline (then ReCtor there) 
dying, he was cho'e in his Stead, And fo continued , 
till, Upon Lis Mjeji Ys Kejraurati n, the ancient [cum 
bers was reacmitted, 
\ Inthe Year 1660 he was one of the Miniſters. de- 
puted by his Brethren in this City, to wait upon his 
Majeſty at the Hague, to congratulate his Reſtauration. 
With rcſpe& to which I may conhdently fay , asnone 
(in his Sphere) did more cordially endeavour to pro- 
mote it, betore it was accompliſhed 3 ſo none did more 
cordially rejoice in it, when it was accompliſh'd. 

When that black and fatal Day , Arg. 24. 1662. 
came, he fared as the reſt of his Brethren did, (who 
were not ſatisfied to conform). Here his Miniſtry in 
Publick was atanend ; yet (as God gave Opportuni- 
ty) he ceaſed not i Private to bedoing all the good he 
could. And in this Diligence he held on, ill the In- 
firmities of his great Age wholly %ilabled him for any 
further Miniſterial Work. 

One remarkable Pallage of his Life muſt not be 0- 
mitted 3 (Thope , the Recital of bare Matter of Fact 
will give no Offence). He was a Member of that A/- 
ſembly , which, in the Year 1643, was called by the 
Parltament (as then fitting) toadviſe in Matters of Re- 
ligion. And I think , he liv'd to furvive all of that Bo- 
dy, (one only excepted). 

I have gone over the ſeveral Turns and Motions of 
his Life, and lcd you from one Stage: to another of it : 
'tis the laſt only that remains yet ro be ſpoken unto. 

It pleaſed God, (the great Arbiter vite &- mecis) to 
lengthen 
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Iengthen out his Life —_ very old Age: He lived "_b Tl 


* 84 Years, and then died. On May 3oth laſt paſt he 
finiſbed his Courſe 5 and on June 14th was decently in- 


terr'd 1n Chriſt Charch 1n this City. And now, how 1s oftogetimumn.. 
: _— # . . ; / L 15. Le 
my Text exemplificd in hin as well as in Avraham ; 


He gave up the Ghoit, and died: how willingly did he 
reſ1gn uphis Soul to God! Death found no Reſiſtance 
from him, (alas! he had been long deſiring and 
waiting for it); he quietly and readily yielded to it. 
And what an eaſy Death did God bleſs him with ! The 
O1l was ſpent, ſo the Lamp went out. There was no 
Sickneſs, no Pain, no Groans,or Agonies at the laſt ; he 
juſt breathed out his laſt Breath, and that was all. It's 
ſaid of Jacob, when he had male an end Fromn——_ his 
Sons, ke gathered up his Feet into the © Bed, and yielded 
wp the hos, Gen. 49. 33. Juſt thus it was with our 
deceaſcd Father; for riling from Dinner he dclired 
ſome repoſe upon his Bed ; where, as ſoon as ever he 
was laid, he gathered up his Feet, and ſo yielded wp the 
Ghoſt, This facil Death he had much defired, and of- 
ten prayed for,and he had it : Sortit»s eſt facilem exitum, 
& qualene ſemper optaverat 3 (as the Hiltorian of Avugn- 

M1). 
# And he died in a good old Age. Good, as to the 
Greatneſs of it: Good,as to the Health and Strength of it; 
(a few Years indeed betore bis Death, his Limbs were 
much enfeebled, his Memory much impair'd 3 but till 
then, he had as much Vegetenes and Vigor every way, 
as could be expetted in one of his Years). Good, in 
the beſt Sence, as it ſucceeded a well-ſpent Life , and as it 
was hll'd up with graciows and holy Adtings to the Laſt. 
He began with God betimes, and he kept cloſe to God 


to the End, 
G 2 And 
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And now he is gathered to his People ;, tranſlated into 
the bleſſed State,gone to the general Aſſembly, and Church 
of the Eirſt-born, to the Spirits of juit Men made perfe@. 
Taken up to /is Perple ;, to thoſe now in Glory , who 
by his Miniſtry were converted : (and oh what rejot- 
cing is there, in Them to ſee their Spiritual Father ; in 
Him to ſee the Children that God has given him!) He 
has nowa view ofall the glorified Saints , and is one of 
them : Yea, he has now the Viton of God himſelf, and 
of his dear Redeemer, What he wrote in his *P:ſgab 
about Heaven , he has now the experimental Know- 
ledg of, He that died in Abraham's good old Age,now 
hes in Abraham's Boſom. He that was a decay'd and de- 
crepit Man hcre on Earth , with what Strength and Vi- 
gour is he loving, prailing, adoring God in Heaven ! 
Holy was his Life, and happy was his Death. He is 
with God, and (o (hall be for ever. 

Thus I have given you a ſhort Narrative of his Life 
and Death ; but a more particular and diſtin&t Account 
of him, as to what ke was, muſt be further added. And 
in order to this, I will conſider him in a forrfold Capa- 
city. 

1. As a Man. 

II. Als 4 Chriſtian, 

II. As a Miniſter. 

IV. As ſtanding in ſuch and ſuch elations, 

In the Charatering of him under. theſe Heads, I 
will keep cloſe to the Truth, and fay nothing but what 
I —_— to be truly ſo. And asI won en dimt- 
niſh his Merit, and any way leflen his real Worth, 
(which would be diſingenuous towards him); fonci- 
ther will I advance it above its juſt Pitch and Meaſure; 
(for that would be injurious to my (elf), 


I. Let's 
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T. Let's conſider him as « Mar, So he was one, 
whom God had endowed with excellent Parts, ( Nautu- 
ral and Acquir'd: (ſome I know are not of my Opinion 
in this; be it fo, they have their Liberty of judging, 
and I have mine). He was very happy in a good and 
quick Invention ; which firſt turniſh'd him with./zzars 
Neotiens (upon all Occaſions), and then with apt Ex- 
preiſcons to utter them: and this too was attended, in 
a good Proportion , with a ſolid Judgment, It's very 
rare, for one and the fame Perſon to be eminent int 
all the Accompliſhments that are proper to the (everal Fa- 
culties ; Strength of Reaſon, Depth of Indgment, Quick- 
neſs of Fancy, Retentivencls of Memory, (cldom con- 
cur mm the ſame Subject; we value him who. is eminent 
in any One of theſe, thovgh he be not ſo in the Rei? too. 
I ſpeak very modeſtly of our deceaſed Friend when I 
make this to be his Caſe ; (but of the two I chuſe ra- 
ther to go to low than too high). Towards the Cloſe 
of kis Life, when the Infirmities of a great Age were 
upon him, there wasa ſenſible Decay in his Parts 3, yet 
even then it might be ſeen what he had been in the 
Prime of his Days 3 (as the Glory of Carthage might be 
diſcern'd in the Ruins of 1t), 

For his Natural Temper , he had fervidum Ingeninm , 
a pritty quick and warm Spirit 3 zealous he was for, or 
againſt, what he approv'd or diſapprov'd z ( eſpecially 
if God and Religion were concern therein). And this, 


in the late uwhappy Controverſies, expos'd him to ſevere 


Cenſures from more than One Party ; (whether juſtly 
or not, tis not for me to determine). Onely this I 
would ſay for him, if ſometimes undue Heat did pre- 
vail in him, either in Words or Actions, much Allow- 
ance is to be given for it to his natural Temper. PAY 
n 
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And further he was an oper, plain-hearted Mn ; 
One,who was totally a Stranger to thole little Arts and 
Frauds, thoſe ſubtile Reſerves and Pretences, which 
the World is too full of, He knew much of other 
things, but as to Diſſemulation, 1 think he knew as 
little of that as any. What Opinion he embraced, he 
never concealed 3 and what Afﬀedion prevailed, he 
uſually diſcloſed. He was fo honeſt and true, as al- 
ways to think what he ſpake ; and ( for the molt part ) 
fo un-reſerv'd, as to ſpeak what he thought. He could 
(I queſtion not ) had he pleaſed, have acted the 1/7/- 
dom of the Serpent, as well as others 3 but he was whol- 
ly for the Simplicity of the Dove 3 ( If this was a Fault, 
pray pardon it ; there are but few that err on this 
hand ). 

In his Converſes, he was hearty, affeCtionate, all Love 
and Kindneſs; not moroſe and magiſterial, but affable 
and obliging ; not vain and frothy, yet facetious and 
pleaſant ; not confining to himſelf what might be uſeful 4 
to others, but very communicative, He was ſomewhat 
haſty and paſſionate, buthisPa flion wasſoon over ; An- 
ger reſted not in him, the Fire was quenched as ſoon as 
kindled; (the ſooner the better)! Many other Charaders 
of him might be heaped up; but theſe few are ſufficient 
ro give a {ſhort view of him, conlidered as « Man. 

2. As a Chriſtian; and ſuch he was not in Title and 
Profeſſion only, but in Truth and Reatity ;, ( fo far as 
we can judge ) a truly graciows and upright Man. How 
ſincere, eminent, conſpicuous, were all the ſeveral 
Graces in him ! he 

He was an ardent Lover of God, of Goodneſ;, and of 
all Gcod Men. His Fear of Sin, and of offending God, 
was very greats his Publick Miniſtry was very dear to 


XUM 


UM 


ABRAHAMS DEATH. 


him, yet when he could not enjoy it without ſubmit- 
ting to that which to him was ſinful, (not that he 
judgd others by himſelf ), he patiently laid it down. 
His Heart was full of Penitential Brokenneſs + how 
often have I ſeen him pouring forth Tears, in the 
Confeilion of his own and other Mens Sins ! His Zeal 
for God, was exceeding high 3 ( wherein his xatural 
Fervour was hclptul to him) : he could quietly bear 
his own Sufferings, all the Indignities offered to 
himſelf; but when he faw God diſhonoured, the Go- 
ſpecl reproached, the Truth thereof oppoled and under- 
min'd, the good way of Holinels evilly ſpoken of, this 
he could not bear without great Commotion of Spi- 
rit, He minded Heaven more than Earth 3 (as appears 
by that ſmall Eſtate which he left, after he had been in 
the Miniſtry fo long,and in ſuch conſiderable Places for 
Gain and Profit ). He had a large Heart for Charity, 
( had his Purſe been equal to it ). His Communication 
was ſavoury and cdifying 3 and altho, (as has been 
hinted ) he ſometimes would be facetious in his Di- 
courſes, yet ſo, as that always he would miſcere atile 
dulci ; mingle that which thould profit with that which 
ſhould delight. Under his greateſt bodily [ihrmities 
at the laſt, when any came to viſit him, he would (till 
be dropping (ome ſpiritual and heavenly Matter into 
them. Who more ſer{ible of tlie Church's Calamities and 
Diſtreſſes than he? Oh how did he uſe to melt and 
ditfolve in Prayer, when he was (preaduig the Con- 
cerns of Zion before the Lord ! He was indeed a pray- 
ing Man ;, one that was ſrequert and fervent in this 
bleſſed Duty. Not contemied with the ſtated and 
more ordinary Performance of it, how did he ſet apart, 
upon ſpecial Occaſions and more than common Emer- 

gencics, 


ABRaAnHaAmMs DEATH. 


_——_ 


gencics, whole days to be ſpent in ſolemn calling upo1 
God ! And when he him{clf, in his old Age,was muci 
diſabled for Prayer he would ſcarce let any Mini- 
[ter ( who came to vilit him) go from him, till he 
had pray'd with him. Indeed, his firſt Converſion be- 
gan with this ; and ſo too, it continued with this. It 
pleaſed God, ( as he himſelf related it to me) ro work 
upon him betives, when he was but ſx Tears old. And 
2t that Age, through the Influence of Divine Grace, 
he was inclin'd by himſclt, every Morning and Evening, 
to pray : And this he did, not by the help of any Book 
or Form: ( read or rtemembred ) ; but by the gracj- 
ous Ailiſtance of the Holy Spirit : Nay, this he did, 
not upon any *Precegt or DireJ7on, either from his 
Father or any other Perſon ; but folcly upon God's 
drawing of his Heart to it: ( So as that of Tertul/iar 
is very applicable to him, — Sine Monitore, quia de 
*Pedore ). Some things I am credibly informed of, re- 
lating to his managing of Prayer with others, when he 
was.grown to eight Years of Age; but fearing many 
will not believe them, and many will turn them into 
Ridicule and Derifion 3 1 judg it belt not to mention 
them. By what I have ſaid it appears, that from a Child 
of ſix Years, to an aged Man of 34 Years, he kept a conti- 
med, uninterrupted Gourſe of Prayer. 

Several other Graces fhining in him might be in- 
ſranc'd in : As his great Love to Ordinantes z how did it 
atHict him 1n his confined Condition that he could not 
enjoy theſe ! His patient waiting for his long-defired, 
but long-dclaied Releaſe, was very admirable. ( But I 
graſp at too much ! theſe, with ſome other of the like 
nature, I mult paſs over ). 


By 
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By what TI have ( or ſhould further have ) ſaid, do 
I deſign to repreſent him as one that was perfed7 ? 


Good, and unmixtly Good 2 Oh no | He had his dark 


fide as well as his bright fide, his Corruptions as well as 
his Graces, ns Infirmiti:s as well as his Excellencies : 
And where ſhall we find the Perſon with whom 'tis not 
thus ? He was a good Man, yet but « Man; he was in 
the State of Grace, but it was but in the imperfeZ State 
' of Grace, I would give him his due Worth, ( which 
was very great ); but yet (o as not to advance him 
above what he was. And the truth is, when | conſi- 
der his Natwral Temper, the Perſonal Infirmities which 
helay under, ( which have been glancd at), the many 
Temptations which he, as well as others, was aflaul- 
« ted with, I conclude, «l? bis Grace war little enough for 
hizs : Nay, afluredly it would have been too little, had 
notan higher Grace been ſufficient for bim. | 
3. As a Miniſter: And as be ſtood in this Capacity, 
his Worth and Eminency cannot but be fo well known 
in this City, (where he exerciſed his Miniſtry,in Publick 
and in Private, about forty Years ); as that it will be 
ſuperfluous for me to ſay much about it. In ſhort there- 


- 


fore, he was an excellent Miniſter of Chriſt $ who, if 


he be not to be rank'd among(t' the firſ# three, ( the 
moſt famous and eminent of our Preachers in England ), 
yet he may well be look'd upon as more honowrable thay 
the Thirty. | | 
His Miniſterial Abilities were voy He 
was another Apollos, an eloquent , and mighty in 


| 3 5am. 24, 23, 


the Scriptures 3 a Scribe, inſirnG#ed unto the Kingdom of 


Heaven ; in whom the Word of God dwelt richly z out 
of which Treaſure he ever brought things mew and 


old. | 
H He 
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He was as Scripteral Preacher 4, had a fingular Happi: 
neſs in citing of Texts pertinent to the Marter he w 
upon, and then in the opening arid applying of them, 
And as his Preaching was ſolid and judiciow, fo it was 
acute too; fill'd up with quick and nimble Fnventjon : 
He would ſharpen plain, praQtical Do&rines, with con- 
fiderable mixtures of Ingenuity and Fancy.: His great 
deſign in his Miniſtry was,not to perplex his Hearers,byt 
to edify them 5 not to fill them with quaint Notions 
and Speculations, but with ſeriows and iavportant Truths ; 
not to pleaſe their Ears, but to better their Hearts, and 
awaken their Conſciences ;, not to advance his own 
Reputation, but the eternal Salvation of them who heard 
him. 

So long as God ſpared him Strength, none more 
conſtant and frequent in Preaching than hez and when 
God hid him afide, that he could pregch no more, 
what an Aftlition was that to him ! And his Frequen- 
cy in it, did not lefſen his Pains in due preparing for 
; his Sermons were well weighed and ſtudied, ( he 
not daring to offer to the Lord that which coft bim nothing, 

What a great Man he was in Prayer, all they can 
teſtify who ever joyned with him therein. Indeed, 
God had endowed him with an admirable Gift as to 
this; ( 1 firmly hope it was ſomething more than a bare 
Gift). He was ſevercly Orthodox, ſound in the Faith 
to a degree of Rigor, a thorough-pac'd Calviniſt, a 
firm Adherer to, and Aſſertor of -rhe DofGrine of our 
Church: ( though he differed as to ſome Rites and Ce- 
remonies impoſed in it ): And herein he ſtood [ted- 
faſt and unmovable to his laft Breath. 

God bleſſed his Labours where-ever he came, with 
coſiderable Succeſs, In all Places, whither the Provi- 

dence 
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dence of God carried him, he had the Seals of his Mi- 
niſtry in the Converſion of many Souls. There are 
many now in Heaven, many yet remaining here on 
Ea th, who with Comfort can call him their Spiritual 
Father. 

He has not publiſhed much of his Laboursz but 
what he has * publiſhed, ſhows him to be an able, 
Prad@ical Divine. 


4. I come to the fourth and laſt thing, to confider 5” 


him in his Relative Gapacity : In which, he was as 
praiſe-worthy, and does as much deſerve Imitation, as 
1n any.of the foregoing Conliderations of him. 

God bleſt him with a pious and prudent Conſort x 
{1 muſt ſay no more of her, becauſe ſhe is yet living ): 
Arid what an high degree of Love was there betwixt 
them ! Indeed, they may be Patterns and Examples of 
Conjugal AfﬀeGion and Concord to all who knew 
them. They lived together near 45 Years; and how 
often have I heard him ſay, In al/ that time there bed 
been no Comention betwixt except in this, who ſhould 
love one another moit. 

He had no Children of his own; but his Wives Chil- 
dren he was ag tender over, and as affectionate unto, 
asif they had been his own. His Love to them, and 
Care of them, was ſcarce to be paraltell'd, ſure not to 
be exceeded. And how he pray'd for them, inſtructed 
them, us'd all means for their Spiritual Good, I hope 
they will never forget. 

He had other Relations of bis own; ome of which, 
by Providence were caſt i 260 him, for 'his Care and 
Relief, And he was a Father to them, at once caring 
for their Bodies and Souls too. 
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And as to his whole Family, he was ever careful of 
the Souls of all that came under his Roof; in inſtruting 
them in the Principles of Religion, in helping them to 
underſtand the Scriptures 5 which were read in his Fa- 
mily Morning and Evening. And his Method was, 
to cauſe every Child and Servant to remember ſome- 
thing that had been read 3 which he would then in a 
plain and familiar way, open to them, and fo pro- 
ceed to Prayer. He had many Servants, who lved 
with him, that bleſs God that ever they came into his 
Houſe. | 

I have parallelld him with Avrabim in his Death ; 
I might, ( with a falv4 diſtaniid) alſo parallel him 
with Abraham im his Life : as they died altke, fo they 
lived alike. I'll go no further than the thing laſt men- 
tioned. Abrabem is famous for his Zeal about his Family ; 
God himſeMf has put an high Charafter upon him '& 
this : Gew. 18. 19. For I know bin, that be will com- 
mand his Children, and his Houfhold after bim, 4nd they 
ſhall keep the way of the Lord, to do Fuſtice and Judgment ; 
that the Lord may bring upon Abraham 1h4 which be hath 
ſotes of him. And juſt thus it was with'our Reverend 

'ather, ( allowing the Diſparity betwixt Perſon and 
Perſon ). 

Well, 1 have fhewn you what a Min he was, who 
died in a good old Age, an old Man, full of Tears, and is 
xow gathered to his People, Nothing now remains but 
a word of Exhortation. 

1. To Chriſtians; to you, who move in a private 
Orb. Mafly things might be ſuggeſted to you, upon the 
death of this aged and faithful Servant of God; but I 
ſhall commend this only to you, Prize good Miniſters 
while you have then:, and le affiided when you lſe 


them. 


XUM 


ABR AHA M's DEATH. 


them. How many Mercies do you deprive your (elves 
of, by your x#derualzing them ? And particularly, how 
many good Miniſters are removed from you, becauſe 
you do not put fuch a value upon them as you ought ? 
When God takes them away, then you ſee the worth 
of them, but not ti]l then. Did not ſome of you fit 
under the Minſtry of him, who is now dead and gone > 
Pray, was his "Perſon, eMiniſtry, Latours, prized and 
eſtimated according to what they deſerved 2 True, he 
lived to a great Age; but | fear, the Lives of many 
others are ſhortered, by: that thghting of them which 
they meet with 'from their People. » Wherefore I be- 
ſcech you, to know them which labour among you, and are 
over 104 in the Lord, and admoriſh you; and to eſteem 
them highly im Love for thewr Work's ſake. And further, 
ſo prize them as to improve them; fo as to thmve and 
profit by them. Da- the Prophets live for ever'?\ your 
far hful Guides and Teachers, do they not die > Now 
you have them, in a few days they are taken from you 3 
docs it not-then concern you to make the beſt of theio 
Labours whilſt you partake of them 2 How many (Mini- 
ſters have you worn out and fpent ! and arc y-u not at 
all the better for them ? The better the Mmilter, is un- 
der whom you are placed, tl: wyorſer it will be with 

ou, if you be barren and unprofitable under him. 

\ And then, Be afflided for, bewail and lament the 
loſs of good himiſters. Indeed this is a great loſs! (whe- 
cher 3 e conlider the Benefits ye percieve by them; or 
the Foils that this does prefage and boad ) : and there- 
fore, ſhould it not be laid to Heart ? Indeed, as to our 
deceaſed Brother, ( his great Age and Circumſtances 
being conſidered ); you have more ireafon to rejoyce 
for that be lived /o lorg,thantomourn that he dicd at 
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Ah ! but how many eminent Inſtruments are cut off, 
* ar, Char- when they are young, in their * beſt State? or when 
Pen ock. THEY are but juſt f entred upon 2 conſiderable Age ? 
ron, Ge Oh, when ſuch dic, with what grief of Soul ſhould 
1,9 4% that be reſented by all ſerious Chriſtians! 
Minifier, and 2. To eMimifters : My Brethren, you ſee how your 
f<114/47 5e7-, number is leflened day by day 3 the ancient Oaks and 
"4 | Mar ' Cedars are almoſt all cut down : and what is the Duty 
Fairdough. now of you who ſurvive? Surely, to dowble and tre- 
hle your Diligence in your Lord's Work ; the fewer 
Hands are left, the more laborious thoſ: muſt be that 
are left ;- when other Pillars are removed, the more 
Weight docs lie upon thoſe which ſtand ; thc fewer 
there are to preach the everlaſting Goſpel, the more 
induftrious they muſt be in this, whakre yet ſpared. 
The Amntient die, where are the Toung Ones to ſucceed 
them? to ſtand in their ſtead, andto fill up the Vacan- 
cies made by their Death? Bleſled be God for it, ſome 
fuch there are; ( and they too, Perſons of excel- 
tent Accompliſhments for the Work of the Miniſtry ): 
God increaſe their Number, and double the Spirit of 
his old Ekjeb's upon them ! that ſtill there may be a 
Succeſſion ot faithful Labowrers in the Lord's Harveſt. 

3. To Relations ;, ( the near and dear Relations of 
the Deceaſed ). What ſhall I ay to you? ſhall I pref 
Patiewce and Submiſſion upon you, under this wT 
Certainly, ( his Condition _ ) even 
his neareſt Relation, ( though has the greateſt 
ſhare in it ), needs no Excitation to Patience. Had 
he been taken away when he was in the Prime of his 
Days, then the Afﬀiiction would have been very great ; 
then all Morives to- quiet Submifion to God's Will, 
had been little enough:z . but when it was atherwiſe, 
at 28 
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I hope there's not the leaſt riſing of Impatience in you. 
Your Duty is, Thankſalneſr, and Imitation : Thank 


fulneſe, that ever you had him, and that you enjoyed 


him ſo long : Imitation, fo as to tread in his Steps, and 
to write after that excellent Copy that he has ſet you. 
And you that are Tong, pray remember the Tears he 
ſhed for you, the holy Counſel and Admonition he 
gave you, that great Love that he expreſſed to you ; 
and let all prevail with you, to love God, the People 
of God, and to engage with your whole Heart in ſeri- 
ous and univerſal Godlines. And then, if you be 
Followers of him, as he is gathered to his People, to his 
God" and Sviow 3 fo, whenever your Dying-time 
ſhall come, ( as God alone knows how ſoon it will 
come ), you ſhall be made Partakers with him of the 
fame Felicity. 
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